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Connecting People to People
T             

he new Summer Issue of  
Viva Southeast Texas Magazine is about 
making memories, no matter how 

big or small, having outdoor fun, and getting 
wet! We will introduce you to some great 
vacation resorts that don’t require a passport. 
Some are as close as your own back door. 
This issue of Viva Southeast Texas Magazine has 
helpful hints and suggestions about making 
your vacation safe, fun and memorable.

Discover why Louisiana’s Lake Calcasieu is 
called the “Fisherman’s Paradise.” Find out 
which boats are best for waterways in our area 
as well as the latest trend in swimsuits and 
summertime hair. Meet the guys that created 
Bayou Rum. Then go back in time to Sour 
Lake, Texas, and find out what put this small 
Southeast Texas town on the map. Meet some 
of the interesting people in our Special Tributes 
and Salutes, as well as the Spotlight feature 
on Chief Pete Shelton. Try out our summertime 
recipes for your next cookout or family reunion. 

aViva Southeast Texas Magazine has interesting 
articles to read, lists of events, recipes 
and plenty of photos for you to see who 
you may know or maybe even of you! 

Want more Viva Southeast Texas Magazine?  
Go to our new web site:  
vivasoutheasttexas.locable.com, for more great 
articles, DIYs, events and recipes, along with 
easy access to photos on our Facebook page.  

Mike & Cassie Fiorenza Simpson

30 Viva Spotlight: 
Local Legend, Chief Pete Shelton,
STILL GOING STRONG

vivasoutheasttexas.com
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www.facebook.com/vivaSETXmag
Be sure and like us on facebook!
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Market-wise consumers, business competition, increasing demand from government all point to the need for greater  
efficiencies in the way businesses market themselves. The individuals, companies and organizations featured in  
Viva Southeast Texas Magazine have made a valued contribution to this publication. However, no representation is made about the 
quality of services to be performed or the expertise of the individuals, companies or organizations performing such services.

Viva Southeast Texas
2685 West Lucas • Beaumont, Texas 77706 • 409-866-8570 • www.vivasoutheasttexas.com
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Sabine Pilots

Sabine Pilots are serving the shipping industry and the public 
ports of Beaumont, Port Arthur and Orange as well as the private 

oil terminals and the industrial complex of Southeast Texas. 
The Sabine Neches Waterway is the economic lifeline and the 
gate to world commerce. It is the duty of the Sabine Pilots to 
maintain the safety and the environmental integrity of the 

waterway.  We have done so since 1881 and pledge to continue.

5148 W. Parkway Dr. • Groves, TX
Phone: (409) 722-3126 • Fax (409) 962-9223

www.sabinepilots.com
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Beaumont Chamber News



Viva Salute
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WHERE MAIN 
STREET MEETS THE 

WORLDWORLD

409.835.5367 • www.portofbeaumont.com

The Seafarers’ Center of Beaumont is proud to 
announce the Tom Jackson Sabine Neches 
Waterway Outstanding 

Service Award for 2015. This 
award was created to honor 
a person that realizes the 
importance of the Sabine 
Neches waterway system, 
and has acted to improve the 
waterway’s potential, with 
sustained and measurable 
results. This year’s honoree 
is Captain Mark D. Taylor, 
of the Sabine Pilots.

Captain Taylor has been an 
outstanding advocate for 
the continued success of Southeast Texas’ major economic 
asset, “The Sabine Neches Waterway,” and has been very 
instrumental in representing our waterway for the deepening 
and widening project at our State Capitol. Captain Taylor 
personifies the meaning behind the award.  He is a thirty-
three year veteran of the marine transportation industry, and a 

By Mike Simpson

Captain Mark D. Taylor to Be Honored

second generation mariner 
and has been married to 
his wife Katy for 26 years. 
They have four children 
and three grandchildren.

Captain Taylor began marine 
work on a tug boat as an 
ordinary seaman in 1982. 
He obtained his 1000-ton 
Mate of Freight and Towing 
license in 1986, and in 1990, 
he received his Captain’s 
license and began sailing 

as an offshore Captain.  He was selected in 1997 to enter the 
Sabine Pilots training program and was state commissioned 
in 1999, where he continues to safely pilot ships today.

Captain Mark Taylor will be honored on Thursday, August 27th 
at the MCM Elegante. For sponsorships or ticket information, 
call Scott Floyd (409-466-4272) or Ivan Mobley (409-554-1176).

For more information on the Seafarers’ Center, turn to page 49.
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History

Sour Lake, Texas is the 
oldest surviving town 
in Hardin County. 

Sour Lake was first settled 
around 1835 when the 
Mexican State of  
Coahuilla y Tejas granted 
Stephen Jackson one 
league of land in a land 
grant covering four 
thousand, four hundred and 
twenty-eight acres of land. 
It was originally named 
Sour Lake Springs, after the 
sulphurous spring water 
that flowed into the nearby 
lake. Today it is called by 
some the “Gateway to the 
Big Thicket.” The city is 
part of the Beaumont-Port 
Arthur Metropolitan Statistical 
Area as well as home to one of 
the biggest sinkholes in Texas.

Sour Lake is located on State 
Highways 105 and 326, and the 
Missouri Pacific line, fifteen miles 
southwest of Hardin in south 
central Hardin County.  Long before 
the white settlers built the town, 
Indians had made use of the mineral 
waters and of the pitch found 
around the nearby lakeshores. By 
1850 these resources had made 
Sour Lake a health resort with good 
accommodations for health seekers. 
Early entrepreneurs bottled the 
water and sold it as a cure-all for 
all manner of ailments. The most 
famous was “Dr. Mud” who was 
best known for his mud treatments. 
Sam Houston (who led Texas in the 
victory over Mexico, helped with the 
founding of the Republic of Texas, 
and led Texas into the United States) 
visited Sour Lake in the early 1860s 
while serving as Governor of Texas.

By Viva Southeast Texas Magazine
Houston believed, like many 
during this time, bathing in 
the mineral waters would help 
restore health and vitality. 
Unfortunately, he passed 
away three years later.

The population of Sour Lake 
began to decline after the 
Civil War.  There was very 
little business left from the 
health resort and little else 
in the area for jobs. The town 
in 1885 had a population 
of one-hundred-fifty, two 
general stores, two hotels, 
a post office, a school and 
the Catholic Mission. By 
1896 the population had 
declined to fifty, with only a 

single hotel remaining and twenty-
eight pupils in the local school.

But all that began to change in 1902. 
Sour Lake became a boomtown when 
oil was discovered in March 1903. 
Over one-hundred-fifty wells were 
drilled over the next sixty-five years, 
increasing the population, at times, to 
ten thousand residents. Today the Sour 
Lake oilfield is the oldest continuously-
producing oil field in the world.

The Texas Fuel Company was 
organized in Beaumont, Texas, in 
March 1901 by J. S. Cullinan and 
Arnold Schlaet, upon the discovery 
of oil at Spindletop. By November, the 
new company made appropriations 
for the first units of the Port Arthur, 
Texas Refinery, as well as twenty 
storage tanks, its first marine vessel, 
and equipment for an oil terminal to 
serve sugar plantations along the 
Mississippi River.  With sufficient 
capital to purchase large quantities 
of crude oil from the Spindletop 
field, they developed a storage and 
transportation network and sold crude 



oil at a profit to northern 
United States refineries.

A year later, the Texas 
Fuel Company gambled 
its future and bought the 
drilling rights at Sour Lake. 
Despite all the odds against 
them, they struck oil in 
March 1903. The discovery, 
during a heavy downpour 
near Sour Lake’s mineral 
springs, turned the company 
into a major oil producer 
overnight, validating the 

risk-taking insight of company co-founder, J.S. 
Cullinan, and the ability of driller, Walter Sharp. 

The Texas Fuel Company registered its first trademark, the original 
red star with a green capital letter “T” superimposed on it, in 
1909. Despite subtle design changes, the Texaco star remained an 
essential component of the company logo for decades. Eventually 

the company changed 
its name to Texaco and 
started selling gasoline at 
company-owned service 
stations throughout the 
United States and in 
Canada.  The Texaco brand 
name became the most 
recognized name in service 
stations. History was made 
in 2001 when Texaco and 
Chevron merged their two 
companies, making the 
company ChevronTexaco, 
the second-largest, energy-
producing company in 
the United States.   

Sour Lake of today is a thriving Southeast Texas town of about 
sixteen hundred people. Oil production is still a vital part of 
the town’s economy, along with aquiculture and tourism. Giant 
painted murals depicting the history of Sour Lake are displayed 
on several downtown buildings. The town of Atcheson, in Bruce 
McCandless’s 2012 novel Sour Lake, appears to be based at 
least loosely on the real Sour Lake. Atcheson, like the real-
life Sour Lake, is situated in the Big Thicket and experienced 
a short-lived oil boom in early years of the 20th Century. The 
history of real-life Sour Lake contributed greatly to the success 
of the novel, as well as to the growth of Southeast Texas.

Credits:

Diana J. Kleiner; “Sour Lake, TX,” Handbook of Texas Online

History of Texaco
Yvette Benavides, book review of Sour Lake by Bruce McCandless

History
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ACADIA PARISH TOURISM COMMISSION

877.783.2109
aptc@bellsouth.net | www.acadiatourism.org

H E A R T  O F  T H E  C A J U N  P R A I R I E

Joie De Vivre-
A Lit tle Joy 

of Living

• Tour Rice &  
Crawfish Farms 

• Visit Kelly’s Landing 
Agricultural Museum 
& Agri-Tour 

• Tour The Grand Opera 
House of the South 

• Visit a Rice  
Interpretive Center 

• J.D. Miller Recording 
Studio Museum 

• Visit Ford Automotive 
Museum 

• Visit a German 
Heritage Museum



Why spend long hours in line at airports or big bucks for a 
family vacation, when some of the best vacation spots 
and resorts are just a short drive away?  There are 

so many to choose among in Southeast Texas and Southwest 
Louisiana. Below are just a few of these great fun spots.

Beaumont, Texas
MCM Elegante’ 
Hotel and 
Conference 
Center has been 
voted Beaumont’s 
Best Hotel for the 
past ten years. 
This is a full-
service, luxury 
hotel featuring 
an award-
winning restaurant, Hemingway’s Café, the Tradewinds 
Tavern bar, the Getaway Day Spa and the most comfortable 
beds on the planet. The hotel’s facilities also include a 
Starbucks Kiosk, Gift Shop, Business Center, Fitness 
Center, tropical outdoor pool, hot tub and sundeck, free 
Wi-Fi throughout the hotel, and a concierge level. 

Lumberton, Texas
Book Nook Inn, Bed and Breakfast is located just outside 
the Beaumont, Texas city limits on the edge of the Scenic 
Big Thicket in Lumberton, Texas.  The setting is relaxing and 
offers visitors many amenities such as private bathrooms, 
free Wi-Fi, a theater room, a hot tub, swimming pool and 
a well-stocked fishing pond.  Enjoy a full breakfast in 
the dining room or in the privacy of your own rooms. 

Silsbee, Texas
The Paradise Water Park and RV 
Camp Site is located north of 
Lumberton on Hwy. 96.  Come 
experience the fun waiting for you 
and your family at Paradise Water 
Park! Waterslides, an interactive 
Kiddie Park, Lazy River, concession 
stand, RV parking with bathrooms.

Jasper, Texas
Lake Sam Rayburn 
is home to Rayburn 
Country Resort 
Community & 
Golf, featuring 18 
holes of golf, hotel, 
home sites, cabins, 
homes, swimming 
pool, and dining.  
They are located in 
Brookeland, Texas, 
just north of Jasper, 
Texas, on beautiful 
Lake Sam Rayburn.

Kinder, Louisiana
Coushatta Casino Resort is located in Kinder, LA, off US 
Route 165. This casino resort is adjacent to the Koasati 
Pines Golf Club and offers lodging in a modern hotel, a 
relaxed inn or an RV park with 1 or 2-bedroom cottages. 

Get ready for summertime at the Dream Pool of Coushatta. 
Relax with your family or friends as you let your cares drift 
away in your complimentary inner tube on the Coushatta 
lazy river.  The pool has two forty-foot-tall slides that provide 
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Places of Interest

By Joy Wooley



non-stop thrills for everyone.  For the little ones, there is a 
splash pad area with two mushroom waterfalls, built–in spray 
cannons, and crisscrossing arcs of spraying water. The splash 
pad is covered with a safety surface that is soft and cool 
underfoot. Access to the Dream Pool is available for overnight 
hotel, RV, and chalet guests. All rooms, chalets, and RV spots 
include up to four daily passes per room. Make your Coushatta 
getaway plans today and come enjoy your fun in the sun!

Lake Charles, 
Louisiana
L’Auberge Casino 
Resort Lake 
Charles is a 
beautiful resort 
that features 
six restaurants, 
a marina, and 
a full-service 
spa. Free Wi-

Fi in public areas and free valet parking are also provided. 
Additionally, a golf course, a casino, and an outdoor pool are 
onsite. All rooms offer free Wi-Fi and free wired Internet, plus 
pillow top beds and flat-screen TVs with cable channels. They 

also offer 24-hour room service, coffee makers, and hair dryers. 
These are a just a few of the amenities available to guests.

Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana
Blue Bayou 
Water Park 
has over 
twenty water 
attractions 
including 
the High 
Water Slide, 
a lazy river 
and a triple seven-story serpentine slide. They have a 
large kiddie wading pool and splash area with loads 
of water fun. Located on I-10 and Highland Road in 
Baton Rouge, right next to Dixie Landin’, an eighty-acre 
amusement park designed for the entire family.  

Whereever you decide to spend your summer vacation this 
year, choose a resort from Southeast Texas or Southwest 
Louisiana.  The drive is short and will save you money, 
allowing you to do more fun things on your vacation.
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Places of Interest



Museums
1911 Historic City Hall
1001 Ryan Street • Lake Charles, LA 
337.491.9147

Agricultural Historical Museum
327 East LeBlanc Winnie, TX
Call for appointment 409.296.2231 

Art Museum Of Southeast Texas
500 Main St • Beaumont • 409.832.3432 
amset.org

Babe Didrikson Zaharias 
Memorial Museum
1750 IH-10 E • Beaumont • 409.833.4622 
babedidriksonzahiras.org 

Beaumont Botanical Gardens
6088 Babe Zaharias Dr • Beaumont 
409.842.3135  
beaumontbotanicalgardens.org

Brimstone Museum
900 S Huttington St • Sulphur, LA 
337.527.0357 • www.brimstonemuseum.org

First Presbyterian Church
902 Green Ave • Orange, TX
409.883.2097 

Henning Cultural Center
923 S Ruth • Sulphur, LA • 337-527-0357
www.brimstonemuseum.org/about-
us/henning-cultural-center

Heritage House of Orange
905 West Division Ave  
Orange, TX • 409.883.5385

DeQuincy Railroad 
Museum & City Park
400 Lake Charles Ave • DeQuincy, LA  
337.786.2823 
dequincyrailroadmuseum.com

Dishman Art Museum 
Lamar University
Beaumont • 409.880.8959
dept.lamar.edu/cofac/deptart/dishman.asp

Edison Museum
350 Pine St at Edison Plaza • Beaumont 
409.981.3089 • edisonmuseum.org

Fire Museum Of Texas
400 Walnut St • Beaumont • 409.880.3927
firemuseumoftexas.org  

Heritage Village Museum
157 Private Rd 6000 • Woodville 
800.323.0389 • www.heritage-village.org 

Ice House Museum
818 Earnest Ave • Silsbee • 409.385.2444
www.icehousemuseum.org

John Jay French House & Museum
3025 French Rd • Beaumont  
409.898.0348 • jjfrench.com

Kirby-Hill House
210 W Main • Kountze • 409.246.8000
www.kirbyhillhouse.com 
La Maison Beausoleil Museum
637 Grigsby Ave inside Port 
Neches City Park • 409.722.9154

Mardi Gras Museum of 
Imperial Calcasieu
809 Kirby • Lake Charles, LA  
337.430.0043
www.swlamardigras.com/year-
round/mardi-gras-museum.cfm 
McFaddin-Ward House Museum
1906 Calder Ave • Beaumont 
409.832.2134 • mcfaddin-ward.org

Museum of the Gulf Coast
Beaumont Ave at 4th St.
Pt. Arthur • 409.982.7000

Spindletop-Gladys City  
Boomtown Museum
 5505 Jimmy Simmons Blvd.  
(at Lamar University) • Beaumont 
409.880.1750 • spindletop.org

St Anthony Cathedral Basilica
700 Jefferson St • Beaumont 
409.833.6433 stanthonycathedral.org 

Stark Museum of Art
712 Green Ave • Orange • 409-886-2787
www.starkmuseum.org 

Texas Artists Museum
351 Cultural Center Dr. • Pt. Arthur
409.983.4881 • Free Admission

Texas Energy Museum
600 Main St • Beaumont • 409.833.5100
texasenergymuseum.org

The Art Studio
70 Franklin St. • Beaumont  
409.838.5393

The Chambers House Museum
2240 Calder Ave • Beaumont  
409.832.4010 • chambershouse.org 

The W.H. Stark House
610 Main Ave • Orange • 409-883-0871

Fun Things To Do
Acadiana Trail
Hwy 191 • DeQuincey, LA

Adventure Cove Park
3200 Power Centre Parkway  
Lake Charles, LA

Adventure Kingdom
2952 US 69 • Lumberton, TX • 409.751.5464

Airboat Rides & Alligators
1151 Oak Grove Hwy • Grand 
Chenier, LA • 337.274.2395

Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge
226 Spur 5 • Winnie, TX

Baton Rouge Zoo
3601 Thomas Rd • Baton Rouge, LA
225.775.3877

Beaumont Botanical Gardens and 
Warren Loose Conservatory
6088 Babe Zaharias Dr • Beaumont
409.842.3135

Big Thicket National Preserve
6102 FM 420 • Kountze • 409.951.6700

Blue Bayou Water Park/
Dixie Landin Amusement Park
1814 Perkins Rd • Baton Rouge, LA
225.753.3333

Buu Mon Buddhist Temple
2701 Procter St • Port Arthur  
409.982.9319

Charpentier Historic District
1205 N Lakeshore Dr • Lake Charles, LA 
337.436.9588

Coastal Paddler (kayak rentals only)
9405 College Street #A • Beaumont, TX
409.899.4397 • coastalpaddler.com

Colorado Canyon Family 
Entertainment Complex
6110 Folsom Dr • Beaumont, TX
409. 527.8346

Coushatta Casino/ Resort
Kinder, LA • 800.584.7263
www.coushattacasinoresort.com

Delta Downs Racetrack Casino Hotel
2717 Delta Downs Dr • Vinton, LA 
337.589.7441 • www.deltadowns.com

Eastex Canoe Trails 
1698 US Hwy 96 Business at Turtlecreek Dr
Silsbee • 409.385.4700 • eastexcanoes.com

Golden Nugget Casino/Resort
2550 Golden Nugget Blvd, Lake 
Charles, LA • 844.777.4653

Gator Country
21159 FM 365 • Beaumont • 409.794.9453
www.gatorrescue.com

Isle of Capri Casino
100 Westlake Ave • Westlake, LA
1-800-the-Isle

Relocating to a new community can be traumatic. 
We know…Been there…done that.  

Learn about your new “home town.”

Get Involved

Meet new people
Sample the local cuisine

Take up a hobby
Continue an old hobby
Share your interests

Learn about Beaumont and the
Golden Triangle.

What we do:
Provide information about the

local area.

Monthly luncheons with
local speakers during the

school year.

Organized activity groups where
you can make new friends.

Night time socials with family
& friends.

Serve the Beaumont community
through support of local

charities.

Current Activities:
Book Club

Evening Dine-Out
Cards

Mahjong
Bunko

Special Tours

General Meetings:
2nd Tuesday, Sept-May

10:30am at local restaurants
with local speakers.

Registration at 10:20 am

Contact:
Camille F. 

409-791-5504
Beaumontnewcomersandneighbors@gmail.com

Neighbors Club

Beaumont Newcomers 
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Places of Interest



J.D. Murphree Wildlife 
Management Area
10 Parks & Wildlife Dr • Port Arthur
409.736.2551

L’Auberge Casino/Baton Rouge
777 L’Auberge Ave, Baton Rouge, LA
800.992.2694

L’Auberge Casino/Lake Charles
777 Ave. L’Auberge • Lake Charles, LA
866.580.7444

McFaddin and Texas Point 
National Wildlife Refuges
7950 S Gulfway Dr • Sabine Pass 
409.971.2909

Neches River Adventures
Riverfront Park 
701R Main St Beaumont or Collier Ferry 
Recreation Area • 5390 Pine St • Beaumont
409.880.8907 • nechesriveradventure.org

Out & About Birding
Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge
4318 FM 1985 • Anahuac • 409.267.3377
www.fws.gov/refuge/Anahuac

Paradise Water Park
4675 U.S. 96, Silsbee • 409.385.7946 

The Pine Tree Lodge
3396 Pine Tree Rd • Beaumont 409.796.1600

Piney Woods Outfitters
921 S Main • Lumberton • 409.751.0911

Piney Woods Winery
3408 Willow Street • Orange,TX 
409.883.5408

RiverFront Park
600 Grigsby Dr • 409.727.2182

Rayburn Country
Golf, Lodging, Fishing, Dinning
Brookeland, TX • 409.698.1005

Sea Rim State Park
Hwy 87 • Sabine Pass • 409.971.2559 

Shangri-La Botanical Gardens 
and Nature Center
2111 FM 365 • Orange • 409.670.9113 
www.shangriagardens.org

Sunset Grove Country Club Golf
2900 West Sunset • Orange, TX 
409.883.9454

Tyrrell Historical Library
695 Pearl St • Beaumont • 409.833.2759 
beaumontlibrary.org/tyrrell_library

Village Creek State Park
8854 Park Road 74 (off Alma) • Lumberton
409.755.7322

Shop Southeast Texas
Antiques & Vintage
11th Street Market
2470 N 11th St • 409.898.2600

Art, Antiques and Stuff Gallery
3145 Calver Ave • 409.838.2271

Antique Mall of Lumberton
1181 South Main Hwy 96 • 409.755.3388

Burns Antik Haus
2195 Calver Ave • 409.835.3080

Country Lane Antique Mall
Lumberton • 409.755.0140

Finder’s Fayre Quality Antiques
1485 Calder Ave • 409.833.7000

Jan’s Antiques
103 S 11th St • 409.813.3320

Snoopers Paradise Antiques
5509 E. Parkway, Groves • 409.962.8427

Sour Lake Antique Mall
Hwy 105  • Sour Lake • 409.287.4300

The Old Mercantile Antique & Co-Op
1166 Boston Ave • 409.724.1886

Boutiques & Uniques
Act II Consignment Boutique
6342 Phelan • 409.866.3144 
409.860.4617

AGK’s Jewelry Box
3050 Dowlen Rd. Ste. K (Fountain 
Plaza) Beaumont • 409-225-5277

Ashton House
6250 Phelan Blvd • 409.860.7233

Bando’s Gift Shop
215 N 11th St • 409.212.8445

Bella Bella
5925 Phelan • 409.860.1924

Cantu Fine Jewelry 
5905 Phelan • 409.866.5859

Cavender’s Boot City
6185 Eastex Frwy • 409.347.1770

Chico’s 
3195 Dowlen Rd • 409.860.9763

Ellis Pottery
3737 Calder Ave • 409.839.8473

Gaudie & Co.
6025 Phelan • 409.860.4433

Jackie’s
6755 Phelan • 409.861.5762

James Avery
3050 Dowlen Rd • 409.860.4827

The Joy Shop
4391 Calder Ave • 409.899.2293

Flagship Mail Room
148 S Dowlen Rd • 409.866.4643 
409.866.6800

La Tee Da Boutique 
4004 Dowlen Rd • 409.835.0202

Luxe Boutique
4036 Dowlen Rd • 409.239.5561

McManus Company
820 N 11th St • 409.833.4393

Monica’s Mark Inc
5955 Phelan Blvd • Beaumont
409.860.4030

Nickolina’s 
1257 West Lucas • 409.896.2543

Norman’s
4132 Dowlen Rd • 409.898.1340 
409.898.0919 

Pappagallo 
3350 Dowlen Rd • 409.866.1917

Parkdale Mall
6155 Eastex Frwy • 409.898.2222
parkdalemalltx.com

Posh Baby
5955 Phelan • 409.860.3331

The Purple Door
6474 Phelan • Beaumont
409.832.9200

Purse Strings
6385 Calder Ave • 409.866.9742

Sam’s Western Store
5090 College St • 409.842.2625

Tuesday Morning
6410 Phelan • 409.866.4885

Ya Ya Club Clothing Co
414 Dowlen Rd • 409.861.3341

Groves SHOPPING
Lincoln Avenue Shops
The Collection
4300 Lincoln Ave • 409.963.0626

The Courtyard Cafe & Gift Mall
4321 Lincoln Ave • 409.962.2850

Created Designs
4343 Lincoln Ave • 409.962.5925

Flear De Chic
MacArthur Drive • Groves • 409.886.2442  

Hannah Bay’s
4343 Lincoln Ave • 409.962.3400

Herbal Insanity
4343 Lincoln Ave • 409.962.3400

Kizmet Studio
6039 39th St. • 409.962.9300

The Painted Porch
4311 Lincoln Ave • 409.960.7998

Resale Boutique
4233 Lincoln Ave • 409.962.1030

Snooper’s Paradise
5509 Lincoln Ave • 409.962.8427

Hardin County SHOPPING
Gypsy Rose Boutique/Salon
305 East Ave J • Silsbee • 409.385.2600 

Frank’s Jewelry 
Downtown, Silsbee • 409.385.3501

Johnson’s Petals & Stems
Florist & Gifts
325 N 4th St.  • Silsbee  • 409.385.3773 

Serenity & Co. Boutique/Salon
214 N Main • Lumberton • 409-224-5924

Two Chix Boutique
74 N LHS Drive • Lumberton 

Nederland SHOPPING
Bab’s Gift Express
2119 Nederland Ave • 409.727.0090

Belly Button - A Kids World
2115 Nederland Ave • 409.727.6918

Burkett’s Emporium
1517 S Hwy 69 • 409.722.5111

The Candle Cottage
1234 Boston Ave • 409.721.5018

The Classy Peacock
1100 A Boston Ave • 409.729.3567

Dana’s Custom Jewelry
135 Boston Ave • 409.722.0661

Elliot’s
1211 Boston Ave • 409.727.7702

Fred Miller Company
2808 Nederland Ave • 409.724.1208 

Gaudie & Co.
1143 Boston Ave • 409.729.2700

Gaudie Couture
1140 Boston Ave • 409.729.2790

Holland House Antique & Gift Mall
1205 Boston Ave • 409.721.9900

The Kids Kloset
1144 Boston Ave • 409.729.2289

Let’s Party
1027 Nederland Ave • 409.727.6047

Molly’s Home Decor & Fine Gifts
3316 Hwy 365 • 409.853.4542

Nederland Jewelers
3308 Hwy 365 • 409.724.2045

Occasions
1229 Boston Ave • 409.729.8555

The Old Mercantile Antique & Co-Op
1166 Boston Ave • 409.724.1886

The Patio
1223 Boston Ave • 409.729.3407

The Rustic Door
1344 Boston Ave • 409.722.6255

Sew Much More
1336 Boston Ave 409.853.4387

Simply Chic
2907 Nederland Ave 409.722.2442

Orange SHOPPING
A Little Bit Gaudy
2495 MLK JR Drive • Orange  
409.988.0030

Big Lots!
2260 MacArthur Drive • Orange

Mathews Jewelers
126 Strickland Drive • Orange  
409.886.7233

Trendz
5572 FM 408 • Orange• 409.697.1218

Port Arthur Shopping
Central Mall
Hwy 69 at Hwy 365 • 409.727.2109
centralmallportarthur.com

Flagship Mailroom & Emporium
4700 Hwy 365 • 409.724.0474

Mardi Gras of Southeast Texas Store
3830 Hwy 365 • 409.721.8717

Naomi’s Fashions
3433 Twin City Hwy • 409.963.3839

Tiffany’s Fashion & Gifts
1600 9th Ave • 409.985.8886 

Two & Co. Boutique
8720 Central Mall Dr • 409.721.5040

Port Neches Shopping
Port Neches Avenue Shops
Port Neches Super Saturdays
Held every third weekend of the month

The Cherry Tree Florist
1208 Port Neches Ave • 409.722.4848

Dressin’ Up
1115 Port Neches Ave • 409.729.7806

Joy’s Lagniappe
1303 Port Neches Ave • 409.365.2651

Naanee’s Baubles & Bling
1311 Port Neches Ave • 409.365.2651

Old Towne Flea Market
1216 Port Neches Ave • 409.721.9690

The Yellow Rose
1303 Port Neches Ave • 409.722.2265

Places of Interest

13

Viva Southeast Texas  |  C
o

n
n

e
c

tin
g

 p
e

o
p

le to
 P

e
o

p
le 

vivasoutheasttexas.com

Ingredients:   (10 servings)

•	 1 pkg (3.9 oz.) JELL-O 
Chocolate Instant Pudding

•	 2  cups  cold milk

•	 1 - 8oz tub whipped topping

•	 15 Chocolate Cookies, finely 
crushed (about 1-1/4 cups), divided

•	 10 worm-shaped chewy 
fruit snacks

Directions:

1.	 Beat pudding mix and milk in 
large bowl with whisk 2 min. Let 
stand 5 min. Stir in COOL WHIP 
and 1/2 cup cookie crumbs.

2.	 Spoon into 10 (6- to 7-oz.) 
paper or plastic cups; top with 
remaining cookie crumbs. 

3.	 Refrigerate 1 hour. Top with fruit 
snacks just before serving.

Worms in Dirt
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426 Dowlen Rd • Beaumont, TX 77706

(409) 861-4160

New Location Coming Soon!

Take the

SETX to DFW 4X daily.
Book now : AA.com.

Starting February 14, you can fly nonstop
from Jack Brooks Regional Airport to
Dallas/Fort Worth and beyond - to over
186 destinations. So forget the hassles of
driving to Houston. Take the easy way out.

Paula Winzer
Financial Advisor

4999 S. Common St., Ste B
Lake Charles, LA 70607
Bus. 337-474-6087   TF. 800-737-7998
Cell 409-782-4901   Fax 888-499-2776
paula.winzer@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Laura Kressman
Agent

Phone: 409.833.2100
Fax: 409.833.2180
Cell: 409.504.8508

3535 Calder Ave Ste 330
Beaumont, TX 77706

lkressman@farmersagent.comVi
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Michael Kibodeaux
Owner

409-752-5734
525 E Lee Street • China, TX

a1filtersco.com

114 Country Lane 
(Hwy 96 & 421)
Lumberton, TX 
409.755.0140

OPEN 
7 DAYS  
A WEEK

1181 South Main 
(Hwy 96) 

Lumberton, TX
409.755.3388

www.facebook.com/vivaSETXmag
Be sure and like us on facebook!

Visit us on 1st Thursdays at the Mildred!

1425 Calder • Beaumont, Tx

409-835-3930



We all make excuses.  Most of the time, 
they’re pretty harmless.  But you 
could be hurting yourself if you 

make excuses for not taking action in some 
areas – and one of those areas is investing.

Not investing, or not investing enough, can have 
serious consequences.  In fact, a lot of people 
are poorly prepared financially for retirement.  
Consider these figures from the Federal 
Reserve:  The median retirement account value for 

individuals between 35 and 44 is just 
$42,700; for people 55 to 64, the corresponding 

figure is $103,000.  These figures are 
frighteningly low, especially when retirement 
can easily last two or three decades.

In short, you need to invest.  So, what’s 
stopping you?  Here are some 
common excuses:

“I’ll do it later.”  The 
longer you wait before you 

start investing, the less time 
you have to accumulate money, and 
the less likely you’ll achieve your goals, 
such as a comfortable retirement lifestyle.  
If you haven’t begun investing, DO IT TODAY!

“I don’t have enough money to invest.”  The cost of 
living is unquestionably high, and you may feel that 
you have just enough money to pay your bills 
before your next paycheck.  But if you look 
for ways to economize, you may well be able 
to free up even a little money to invest each 
month.  Then, when your salary goes up, 
you can increase the amount you invest.

“I’ll have Social Security.”  Social Security 
benefits generally account for only 

about 40% of an individual’s pre-
retirement income, according to the Social 
Security Administration.  Unless you want to 
greatly scale back your lifestyle during your 
retirement years, you’ll need to supplement 

Social Security with your employer-
backed retirement account, such as a 
401k, plus your own investments, such 
as an IRA or ROTH IRA accounts.

“Can I really invest enough money for my 
retirement?”  Consider this: If in 1990 you 
had invested $10,000 in the stocks that 
make up the S&P 500, and simply held on 
to these stocks, you would have amassed 
more than $76,000 after taxes by the end 

Your Money
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FINANCIAL

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

KEVIN BOHM
409-896-2649

By Kevin E. Bohm



Connecting to our Community

of 2013.  Of course, past 
performance of the market 
is not a guarantee of how it 
will perform in the future, and the 

S&P 500 is an unmanaged index 
and is not meant to depict an actual 
investment. Nonetheless, this illustration 
demonstrates how patient, diligent, long-

term investing can produce positive results.

“I don’t know where to begin.”  If you work for a 
company that provides a retirement plan such as 

a 401k or something similar, you’ve already 
got a great place to begin.  You only need 
to sign up for the plan and start deferring 
a part of your salary, and you’re an 

investor.  It’s also quite easy to open an IRA, 
another popular retirement savings account.  In 

any case, if you have doubts about how to get 
started investing, you will find it valuable to 
meet with a qualified investment professional.

Don’t let excuses get in the way 
of developing good investment 
habits.  With time, determination, 

and effort, you can overcome 
many of the obstacles you thought prevented 
you from becoming a full-fledged investor.
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Your Money Cont.

Superior Tire & Service
For all your TIRE and SERVICE Needs!

5 Locations in the Golden Triangle
Small enough to know you,  

big enough to serve you
1001 S. 11th Street • Beaumont, TX • 409.839.4240

www.eztireshop.com

ORANGE
1321 N 16th Street
Orange, TX 77630 

(409) 670-9898

BEAUMONT
4755 Eastex Fwy.

Beaumont, TX 77705
(409) 924-0055

neighbors
EMERGENCY CENTER

Coming Soon to Port Arthur

Wholesale Merchant Services, Inc.
Karen M. Beggs

409.504.9223
Melinda Simmons

409.718.1329

• 1.36% Lowest Phone Swipe in the Industry

• Low Processing Rates

• No Annual Fees

• No Contracts

• Free EMV Complaint Terminals

Locally Owned and Operated!

www.gloryb.co

3105 NEDERLAND AVENUE(409) 718-2720
shop online:CLEANERS

*The Original Discount Cleaner*

www.myparkavenuecleaners.com
Same Day Service – Monday-Saturday 

2608 Calder
838-6220

6755 Phelan
866-0263

4105 Dowlen
924-8778

Want More Viva Southeast Texas Magazine? 
We have more Articles, DIYs, Recipes and 

Events On Our New Web Site At  
www.vivasoutheasttexas.locable.com

Make sure to Like Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/VivaSETXMag
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Beaumont
African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME)
Miracle Deliverance Tabernacle
1006 Magnolia Ave • 409-835-5465

Baptist
Amelia Baptist Church
8055 Brighton Dr • 409.866.4168 
Antioch Baptist Church
3350 Washington Blvd • 409.842.8115
Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
3099 Brenham St • 409.835.6228
Calder Baptist
1005 N 11th St  • 409.892.4251
East Mt Olive Baptist Church
1197 Corley St • 409.832.7582
Ebenezer Baptist Church
PO Box 2374 • 409.835.7592
Emmanuel Baptist Church
2570 W Lucas Dr • 409.899.3594
First Baptist Church
900 Calder • 409.833.1426
Friendship Baptist Church
6750 Highway 105 • 409.898.0249
North End Baptist Church
5115 Eastex Fwy • 409.899.1906
Paradise Baptist Church
3077 Terrell St • 409.833.5081
Scott Olive Baptist Church
1050 Ewing St • 409.832.0687
South Park Baptist Church
795 Woodrow St • 409.832.7796
Sunlight Baptist Church
1283 Cedar St • 409.833.1381
West Beulah Baptist Church
6525 Bigner Rd • 409.892.0765
West Tabernacle Baptist Church
3605 Waco • 409.842.3360 
Westgate Memorial Baptist Church
6220 Westgate Dr • 409.866.3417
Woodland Baptist Church
1860 W Lucas Dr • 409.892.0574

Baptist - Independent
Beaumont Baptist Temple
5535 Calder • 409.769.7966 
Creekwood Baptist Church
7650 Park North Dr • 409.924.9590 

Baptist - Missionary
Greater Good Hope Baptist Church
2725 W Virginia • 409.842.9043 
Harmony Missionary Baptist Church
3040 Magnolia St • 409.833.9333 
Johnson Memorial Missionary 
Baptist Church
3520 Pine St • 409.838.3228 

Baptist - Southern
Calvary Baptist Church
3650 Dowlen Rd • 409.898.7074
Voth Baptist Church
11245 Church Rd • 409-892-2180

Catholic - Roman Catholic
Assumption Church
4445 Avenue A • 409.835.5343
Blessed Sacrament
780 Porter St • 409.833.6089 
Cristo Rey
767 Avenue A • 409.835.7788 
Lamar University Catholic 
Student Center
1010 E Virginia • 409.835.3972 
Our Lady of the Assumption
4445 Avenue A • 409.835.5343 
Our Lady of Lourdes
1600 N. Main St • Vidor 409.769.2865
Our Mother of Mercy
3390 Sarah St • 409.842.5533 
St Anne
2715 Calder • 409.832.9963 
St Anthony Cathedral Basilica
700 Jefferson St • 409.833.6433

St Joseph’s Church
1115 Orange St • 409.835.5662
St. Jude Thaddeus Catholic Church
6825 Gladys Ave • 409.866.5088
St Mary’s Church
9894 Gilbert Rd • 409.794.2548
St. Martin de Porres
7467 Boyt Road • Cheek
409.794.2548
St Pius X Catholic Church
5075 Bigner Rd • 409.892.3316

Charismatic
Golden Triangle Church On The Rock
6955 Hwy 69 S • 409-722-1962 

Christian Disciples of Christ
First Christian Church
5290 N Caldwood Dr • 409.892.3212
Temple Of Praise Christian Church
723 Coley St • 409.833.0496 

Churches of Christ
Ridgewood Church of Christ
2455 Commerce St • 409.892.7063
Westgate Church of Christ
6390 Westgate Dr • 409.866.1451

Episcopal
St Mark’s Episcopal Church
680 Calder St • 409.832.3405
St Stephen’s Episcopal Church
4090 Delaware St • 409.892.4227
St Stephens Episcopal Church
4090 Delaware St • 409.892.4227 

Evangelical Free
Christ Community Church
415 South 11th St • 409.832.9498

Lutheran
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
777 N 4th St • 409.832.1108
Redeemer Lutheran Church
4330 Crow Rd • 409.892.3286
St John Lutheran Church
2955 S Major Dr • 409.840.9915

Methodist-United
First United Methodist Church
701 Calder St • 409.832.0295
St James United Methodist Church
2485 Blanchette St • 409.833.4867
Trinity United Methodist Church
3430 Harrison Ave • 409.892.0255
Wesley United Methodist Church
3810 N Major • 409.832.7012

Nondenominational or 
Interdenominational
Cathedral in the Pines Church
2350 Eastex Fwy • 409.892.1503
Christian Fellowship Worship Center
3950 Pointe Pkwy • 409.898.0412 
Dowlen Road Church of Christ
3060 Dowlen Rd • 409.866.1996
Goodwill Missionary Christian
190 N 10th St • 409.832.0418
My Father’s House
4397 Calder • 409.892.3456 
New Hope Deliverance 
International Ministries
890 Grant St • 409.832.5010 
Newsong Covenant Church
3175 S Major Drive (temporary 
Worship Site) • 409.866.7972 
North Church
8060 Eastex Fwy • 409.896.5055
Northwest Church of Christ
7750 Highway 105 • 409.898.4034
Praise Church
8325 Walker Rd • 409.898.0020
The Vein Of God Internation 
Covenant Ministries
3190 Washington Blvd • 409.466.9100 
To God Be The Glory Ministries
Beaumont Civic Center Main 
St • 409.838.3435

Trinity Church
10 Interstate 10 N • 409.838.2545
Triumph Church
10255 Eastex Frwy • 409.924.9930 
Vision Alive Christian
4230 Highland Ave • 409.835.2556

Other
First Christian Church
5290 N Caldwood Dr • 409.892.3212
Temple Of Praise Christian Church
723 Coley St • 409.833.0496 

Pentecostal
Apostolic Church
3333 Eastex Frwy • 409.898.3060
New Hope Deliverance Church
890 Grant St • 409.832.5010
New Life Tabernacle
6655 Hwy 105 • 409.899.1190 

Presbyterian
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
1350 N 23rd St • 409.892.8611

Groves
Baptist
First Baptist Church
4000 Grant Ave • 409.962.4461
Friendship Baptist Church
3417 Berry Ave • 409.962.1584

Baptist - Independent
Val Verde Baptist Church
3900 Cleveland Ave • 409.962.8463

Catholic - Roman Catholic
Immaculate Conception
6248 Washington St • 409.962.0255 
St. Peter the Apostle
2049 Taft Ave • 409.962.8365

Lutheran
St Paul Lutheran Church
5801 W Jefferson St • 409.962.1133

Methodist-United
First United Methodist Church
6501 Washington St • 409.962.1076

Nondenominational or 
Interdenominational
Morning Star Church
3515 Main Ave • 409.963.2301 

Pentecostal
Abundant Life Sanctuary
2301 W. Parkway St. • 409.962.1056

Kountze
Baptist
First Baptist Church
100 Monroe St • 409.246.3850
Mid-way Baptist Church
4512 Ellis Dr • 409.246.2709 

Catholic - Roman Catholic
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
470 Monroe • 409.246.4457 

Lumberton
Baptist
Crestwood Baptist Church
1150 U.S. 69 • 409.246.2750
First Baptist Church of Loeb
3082 Highway 69 S • 409.755.4595
First Baptist Church of Lumberton 
119 Church Loop • 409-755-4213

Catholic - Roman Catholic
Infant Jesus
243 L.H.S. Dr • 409.755.1734 

church of christ
Lumberton Church of Christ 
90 West Chance Road Lumberton, 
TX 77657 409.755.4156

Methodist-United
Woodcrest United Methodist Church
1684 Highway 96 S • 409.755.4403

Nondenominational
Journey Community Church
1534 O’Malley • 409.755.1388

Nederland
Baptist
Central Gardens Baptist Church
114 4th Ave • 409.729.2475
First Baptist Church
1911 Nederland Ave • 409.722.0263
Hillcrest Baptist Church
3324 Park Dr • 409.722.3489
Seventh Street Baptist Church
200 N 7th St • 409.722.7620
Triangle Baptist Church
3605 Hwy 69 N • 409.727.7000

Baptist - Independent
Fellowship Baptist Church
1315 S 27th St • 409.722.4356 

Catholic - Roman Catholic
St Charles Catholic Church
211 Hardy Avenue • 409.722.3413 

Churches of Christ 
Nederland Avenue Church-Christ
2310 Nederland Ave • 409.722.8536
Stonegate Church of Christ
3948 Highway 365 • Port 
Arthur • 409.727.1568 

Lutheran
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
2711 Helena Ave • 409.722.2177

Methodist-United
First United Methodist Church
104 N 13th St • 409.722.4379
Wesley United Methodist Church
3515 Helena Ave • 409.722.7065

Nondenominational or 
Interdenominational
R U 100 Percent Sure
2005 N Peterson St
The Upper Room Ministries Church
1816 Nederland Ave • 409.722.2600 

Pentecostal
Triumph Church
1407 S Highway 69 • 409.724.6606

Orange/ Bridge City
Baptist
Bethel Baptist Church
2906 Western Ave • 409.883.4822
Cornerstone Baptist Church
2537 Fm 1078 • 409.883.8835 
Cove Baptist Church
1005 Dupont Dr • 409.883.4155
First Baptist Church of Bridge City
200 W Round Bunch Rd • 409.735.3583
First Baptist Church of Orange
602 Green Ave • 409.886.7461
First Baptist Church- West Orange
608 Dayton St • 409.886.4167 
Hartburg Baptist Church
2316 County Rd 4181 • 409.746.2841
Little Cypress Baptist Church
3274 Little Cypress Dr • 409.883.8905
Macarthur Heights Baptist Church
3502 Nightingale St • 409.883.4834
Mt Calvary Baptist Church
612 N 3rd St • 409.670.9220 
Mt Sinai Baptist Church
1109 2nd St • 409.886.2089
North Orange Baptist Church
4775 16th St • 409.883.5678
Old First Orange Baptist Church
7925 Interstate 10 E • 409.745.1901
Winfree Baptist Church
19525 Highway 62 S • 409.735.7181

Church Directory
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Baptist - Independent
Colony Baptist Church
13353 Fm-1130 • 409.745.1671
Triangle Baptist Church
Fm-408 • 409.735.2661

Catholic - Roman Catholic
St Francis-Assisi Catholic Church
4300 Meeks Dr • 409.883.8232
St Helen Catholic Church
8105 FM 1442 • 409.735.2200
St Henry’s Catholic Church Bridge City 
475 W Round Bunch • 409.735.2422
St Mary’s Catholic Church
912 W Cherry Ave • 409.883.2883
St. Therese
1409 North Sixth St • 409.883.3783 

Christian Disciples of Christ
First Christian Church
611 9th St • 409.883.4483

Church of the Nazarene
First Church of the Nazarene
3810 Martin Luther King Jr 
Dr • 409.883.4674

Churches of Christ
Ninth & Elm Church of Christ
501 9th St • 409.883.4805

Episcopal
St Paul’s Episcopal Church
1401 W Park Ave • 409.883.2969 

Lutheran
Grace Lutheran-Missouri Synod
2300 Eddleman Rd • 409.833.5145
Good Shepherd Church
945 W Roundbunch Rd • Bridge City
409-735-2044

Methodist-United
First United Methodist Church
502 6th St • 409.886.7466 
St John’s United Methodist
2906 Western Ave • 409.886.1291
St Paul United Methodist Bridge City
1155 W Round Bunch Rd • 409.735.5546

Pentecostal
Community Church
3400 Martin Luther King Jr Dr 
409.883.4498
First United Pentecostal Church
3406 Edgar Brown Dr • 409.883.3813
Starlight Church of God
2800 Bob Hall Rd • 409.886.4366

Port Arthur
Baptist
Christian Faith Baptist
1919 Jefferson Dr • 409.962.9792
First Baptist Church
5000 Gulfway Dr • 409.982.6493
Lamplighter Baptist Church
5959 9th Ave • 409.983.1661
Memorial Baptist Church
4011 Memorial Blvd • 409.983.5654
Mount Sinai Baptist Church
501 West Thomas Blvd • 409.982.6464 
North End Baptist Church
4349 Lewis Dr • 409.982.6668
Procter Baptist Church
4401 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • 409.722.8097
Ridgewood Baptist Church
6920 Memorial Blvd • 409.722.6153
Rock Island Baptist Church
549 W 11th St • 409.985.2531
Trinity Baptist Church
4301 32nd St • 409.293.3111

Baptist - Missionary
Mount Sinai Missionary Baptist Church
501 W Thomas Blvd • 409.982.5028 

Catholic - Roman Catholic
Our Lady of Guadalupe
3648 S Sgt Lucien Adams Dr 
409.962.6777 
Queen of Vietnam
801 9th Ave • 409.983.7676 
Sacred Heart - St Mary
920 Booker Washington Ave • 409.985.5104 
St James Catholic Church
3617 Gulfway Dr • 409.985.8865
St Joseph Catholic Church
4602 Procter St • 409.982.6409
St Catherine of Siena
3706 Woodrow Drive • 409.962.5715 
St James
3503 Gulfway Dr • 409.985.8865 
St John
620 53rd St • 409.985.8010
St Joseph
4600 Procter St • 409.982.6409 
St Therese, Little Flower of Jesus
6412 Garnet Avenue • 409.736.1536 

Christian Disciples of Christ
First Christian Church
5856 9th Ave • 409.548.0305

Church of the Nazarene
Grace Church of the Nazarene
4601 Rice Farm Rd • 409.727.7790

Churches of Christ
Church of Christ
2948 Thomas Blvd • 409.982.6467
Park Central Church of Christ
3901 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • 409.727.6255

Lutheran
St John Lutheran Church
4600 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • 409.727.8585
Trinity Lutheran Church
2400 5th St • 409.983.1130

Methodist-United
Aldersgate Trinity Church
3600 Memorial Blvd • 409.985.8861
First United Methodist Church
3131 S Park Dr • 409.985.5581
United Methodist Temple
4101 Highway 73 • 409.962.5762

Pentecostal
First Pentecostal Church
2700 25th St • 409.985.9345

Presbyterian
Presbyterian Church-Covenant
1645 Jefferson Dr • 409.983.1673 

Silsbee
Baptist
First Baptist Church
350 Highway 96 S • 409.385.2819
Pinecrest Baptist Church
5660 FM 1122 • 409.385.5245
Trinity Baptist Church
880 Gentry Dr • 409.385.0302

Catholic - Roman Catholic
St Mark Catholic Church
905 N 9th St • 409.385.4498

Episcopal
St Johns Episcopal Church
1305 Roosevelt Dr • 409.385.4371

Spice of the Season  
BBBEAUMONTEAUMONTEAUMONT CCCHAMBERHAMBERHAMBER  
FFFOUNDATIONOUNDATIONOUNDATION   PPPRESENTSRESENTSRESENTS   

Thank You To Our Sponsors! 

FRIDAY, JULY 31st | 6PM 

4 Course Dinner | Live DJ | KARAOKE   
Christmas Attire & Costumes Encouraged 
Contact us at (409) 838-6581 or visit bmtcoc.org 

DOWNTOWN EVENT CENTRE 
6:00 PM | TICKETS $75 

an AlbaneseCormier property

Nestled in the heart of the Central Business District,
Edison Plaza combines distinct design with a 

broad offering of amenities, making it the ideal
location in the market to do business!

Space is available in the building ranging from
200 SF - 26,000 SF

Call Edison Plaza for more information
(409) 835-5600 or visit EdisonPlaza.com

- On Site Restaurant
- On Site Dry Cleaning
- On Site Starbucks
- On Site Fitness Center

- 24/7/365 On Site Security
- On Site Floral Boutique
- On Site Credit Union
- On Site Auto Detailing

make your move
TODAY!
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Better Business Bureau  Serving Southeast Texas 

Fannin
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For more information about our events and 
services, visit us at bbb.org or contact  

Debbie Bridgeman @ 409-835-5340 ext. 117 

 

Better Business Bureau Serving Southeast Texas congratulates the businesses listed on this page on being recently accredited by 
BBB. We are excited to add them to the list of trustworthy accredited businesses you can find 24 hours a day at bbb.org. We have 
had a productive start to 2015 and are excited about our upcoming events in the second half of the year.
 
Over 100 business leaders networked and heard a wonderfully entertaining presentation on Culture Change within an Organization 
at our Quarterly Lunch and Learn in May with Chris Partin, Team Building Coach at CEPMax. We invite you to join us at our next 
Lunch and Learn event in August with the exciting return of Bruce Hamilton – Mr. No Bad Days himself – to the BBB stage!
 
Our 18th annual Torch Awards for Marketplace Trust Banquet was a fantastic evening, highlighted by our special guest – 4-time 
Olympian Ruben Gonzalez. Torch Awards were presented to 4 outstanding organizations, with the proceeds from the evening going 
to fund our endowed scholarships at our 4 area higher education institutions. We were also pleased to hear from one of our 
scholarship recipients from Lamar University, Jonathan Gay and from one of the top winners in our Laws of Life Essay contest, Abby 
Goff, from Legacy Christian Academy.
 
We also have a variety of Morning Mix Networking events planned throughout the summer across our service area and our next 
Quarterly “ABC’s of Growing Your Business” on July 23, at the MCM Elegante in Beaumont.  This is an incredible opportunity for you 
to learn the secrets of using your BBB Accreditation to grow your business.  Seating is limited so call today to reserve your seat! 
 
We are available for you each day to assist you in helping your business to get better.  Let us know today how we can be your 
Solution Specialists and keep working to build your Better Business!

July 23 • Training 3-4pm – Honoring New Accredited Businesses & Networking 4:30-6pm • MCM Elegante Hotel

September 10
5:30-8pm

The Event Center
Hall of Fame Induction, 

Networking, Food, Music

CAKE AT THE LAKECAKE AT THE LAKE

October 22
8:30am-2pm

Beaumont Civic Center
Music, Information, FUN!

SENIOR EXPOSENIOR EXPO

August 13
11:30am-1pm
MCM Elegante
“No Bad Days” 

Featuring Bruce Hamilton

September 19
10am-1pm
Beaumont

July 9
Baby Bubba’s Bakery in 

Liberty

August 27
Mobiloil CU in Jasper

September 24
KBMT-12News in Beaumont

Free breakfast & networking! 

A LA CARTE SOLUTIONS 
ACCLAIMED HOME CARE 
ADVANCED STAFFING, INC. 
AGENU LASER & ELECTROLYSIS 
ALL SEASONS CLIMATE SOLUTIONS, LLC
ANGEL’S LAWN AND LANDSCAPING 
BANDIT TRUCKING, LLC 
BEAUMONT PRESERVATION PARTNERS 
BROWN PLUMBING 
BURROW GLOBAL SERVICES, LLC 
CAKEPOPS BY SHANNON 
CAT5 RESOURCES, LLC 
CHRISTINA TALLANT PHOTOGRAPHY
CJ GENERAL CONTRACTOR & REMODELING       
TIILE & FLOOR SPECIALIST
COASTAL OUTDOORS GROUP 
CONCORD ROAD WINDOW SCREEN 
CUT CLOSE LAWN MAINTENANCE 
DEEP SOUTH PROPERTIES 
EDWARD JONES – JACOB VERNON 
ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 
EMERGENCY TRAINING ENTERPRISES 
FLOOR SPECIALIST 
FLORAL CREATIONS FLORISTS AND GIFTS 
COBB FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC
DUHON DESIGNER HOMES & REMODELING
EDNA THOMPSON TAX SERVICE
G&G ENTERPRISES INC. 
GLIDDEN ENTERPRISES 
GRANNY FLO’S SWEET TREATS & EATS 
H & H WRECKER 
HARDIN COUNTY MOTORS, LLC
IBEW COMMUNITY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
INDUSTRIAL FENCE CO 
ISAAC BARBOSA JEWELERS, INC

J & J POOL SERVICE 
JASPER FAMILY DENTAL
JOHN’S PLUMBING SERVICE 
JOHNSON’S TEXACO XPRESS LUBE & CAR WASH 
KITCHEN KICKUPS, LLC 
LARRY’S MOBILE HOME SERVICE & SUPPLIES 
LEGACY PLUMBING LLC 
LIBERTY FAMILY DENTAL 
LIVE OAK MEMORIAL PARK 
LOLLI’S BOUTIQUE 
LOPEZ ROOFING AND CONSTRUCTION 
LUMBERTON LEDGER, INC. 
MARKET BY RE-DESIGN, LLC 
MCA LAWN & HOME IMPROVEMENTS
MRH PROFESSIONAL TAX GROUP
OPEN MORTGAGE 
PAT HUDSON INSURANCE 
PLESSALA HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING LLC
POST COASTAL DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
ROSALYN’S DREAM HOUSE ASSISTED LIVING 
SERVING JOY 
SHIELDS OF STRENGTH 
SITULA, LLC 
SOUTHTHEAST TEXAS OLIVE, LLC 
SUKI’S BRIDALS, FORMALS & TUXEDOS 
TAMARA’S PHOTOGRAPHY 
TEXAS MARBLE & GRANITE 
THE HT GROUP 
THE NEON GYPSY 
THEODORE L. HANCHEY 
THIRD COAST INTEGRATED MARTIAL ARTS 
TIP TO TOE NAIL SALON 
TONY THE PAINTER 
UNITED CONTRACTORS

News From BBB
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Photo TXSAR…… caption:  Braxton Lyons, Westbrook NJROTC, receives award 
for Outstanding Recognition from TXSAR Rep. Richard Glenn 

1st Thursday at Mildred  
Building in Beaumont Beaumont &  

Port Arthur, Texas Area 
Leads the Nation in Top 
Ten Cities Where You 

Can Earn a Living Wage

By Joy Wooley and Matt Egan

Over the course of years, Texas has led the nation 
from economics to job opportunities. It is no 
stranger to Top Ten lists. The latest Top Ten 

list was reported by CNN Money reporter, Matt Egan, 
placing Beaumont-Port Arthur metro area as Number 
One of US cities “where you can earn a living wage!”

Egan wrote: Since 2010, there are twenty-eight U.S. 
metropolitan areas where at least half of the new jobs 
created, pay a living wage according to analysis from 
CareerBuilder and Economic Modeling Specialists. 
But certain parts of the country are doing a lot 
better. For instance, 66% of the new jobs created 
in Beaumont-Port Arthur, a Texas metro area, pay 
above the region’s $16.46-an-hour cost of living. 
High-growth occupations in this port and energy hub 
include petroleum pump and refinery operators.

This is good news! Continued growth in the petroleum 
industry will help Southeast Texas to stay at the top.

Audary Tucker graduates from Katy 
HS. She is the Granddaughter of 

Nancy & Harold Erwin of Lumberton

Braxton Lyons, Westbrook 
NJROTC, receives award for 

Outstanding Recognition from 
TXSAR Rep. Richard Glenn

Connecting to our Community

For More Articles and Events Go to 
vivasoutheasttexas.locable.com

Make sure to Like Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/VivaSETXMag

Tacos La Bamba supports Artist Betty Ines Alvidres

Silpada Jewelry at Mildred Building on 1st Thursday

James Perrio, owner of Twigs at Mildred Building

 Roy West Jr. Loves Lamar



Viva Snapshots

1. Songwriter/singer Dean Dillon with Karen and Bubba Moore
2. Louis Benoit, Cassie Fiorenza Simpson 

and songwriter/singer, Aaron Barker
3. Songwriter/singer Dean Dillon with Richard and Sheila Glenn  

and songwriter/singer Aaron Barker
4. Zynetta Morrow, Mike Manuel and Britt Godwin

Songwriters Music Cafe held 
at Benoit’s Louis Hall

Celebrating the Grand Opening of  
White Horse Bar & Grill

5. Lucky Ott Sr. and Shawn Bruno
6. Sadé Chick and Jennifer Champagne
7. Joey Broussard and Kathy Catalano with Lucky Ott Sr.
8. Dale Champagne, Terri Harley, David Self and Don Champagne

9. Mike Simpson and Lee Blackman
10. Richard Anding and Tecoo Leger

Hanging out with friends at 
Madison’s, and Enjoying Music from 
the band, Champagne Room

7 8

11109

4

21

3

65

15141312

11. Mike Simpson, Zynetta Morrow,  
Britt Godwin and Cassie Fiorenza Simpson

Celebrating Britt Godwin’s 
Birthday at MacKenzie’s Pub

Press Club of Southeast 
Texas 24th Annual 
Excellence in Media

12. Kathie Platt & Viva Southeast Texas 
Magazine Represented by Dolores 
Glenn and Joy Wooley, take a  2nd 
place Award of Excellence

13. Jerry Jordon with His Awards
14. Kathie and Mike Platt
15. Tim Turner
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Considering a new swimsuit this summer? If so, you’ll 
find a refreshing array of new styles and flattering 
designs for every age, lifestyle and shape!  

I’ve compiled a list of some of the hottest swimwear 
trends for 2015, as well as a few style tips! 

Sporty Chic - Streamlined athletic swimsuits are uber popular, 
especially with vibrant color-blocking and neoprene fabric! 

Fluttering Bikini Tops – These tops are packed 
with cuteness! They are light, airy -   and 
not only look but also feel comfortable. 

Prints Galore – Bold, vibrant prints are one 
of the best ways to stand out on the beach, 
regardless of the style of swimwear! From 3D 
images, tribal prints, florals, abstract and 
animal motifs to geometrics, tie-dyeing, 
stripes and gingham patterns, summer 2015 
swimwear pieces come decked out with 
attention-grabbing designs for everyone!  
 
The Bandeau –  
They never 
lose their 
cool, 
especially 
with this 
season’s 
innovative 
designs, from 
knotted and 
twisted to 
one-shoulder!  

Retro Vibes! – 
Inspired by 60’s 
swimwear, the new high-waist bikini 
bottoms are stylish alternatives for 
anyone looking for better coverage 
and a smoothed-out look.  

Cut-Away - Creative slits and 
cut-outs boost the drama on both 
one-pieces and bikini sets. Bikini 
bottoms with extra straps provide 
an ultra-modern, sexy look. 

By Michelle Fosha Armstrong

The One-Piece -  Forget the notion that 
one-piece bathing suits are dull and 
worn only by your matronly aunt!  The 
one-piece is making major fashion 
waves this summer and many women, 
-even the famous and fabulous - are 
on the beach sporting a one piece. 
They aren’t revealing it ALL, but just 
enough to add interest (remember that 
skimpier doesn’t always equal sexier).  With 

straps galore, mesh panels, contemporary 
cutouts and flattering cuts, you can find a 

one-piece that provides more coverage 
but that doesn’t sacrifice style at all. 

Trinkinis - These are one-pieces 
that look like a one-piece 

with cut-outs from the 
front, but resemble a two-
piece from the back. Using 
bold colors and patterns, 
trinkinis promise to turn heads on the beach! 

Classic Monochrome - 
Minimalist, monochrome 
swimwear was a hit on the 

runway this year!  Whether 
in black and white, 

neutral or neon, it 
is the timeless 

“less is more” 
look.  
 	

		
Triangle Top 

Bikinis – A timeless 
style, triangle tops 

are among every season’s 
swimwear trends. This summer 
is no exception!

AND… let’s not forget the 
new longline tops, high 
neck crops, long sleeve 
“rashguard” tops, tankinis, 
monokinis – or COVER-UPS! 
No beach outing is complete 
without this indispensable 
and versatile piece! 
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Viva Fashion & Beauty

409.892.0310
3450 Eastex Freeway • Beaumont, TX

www.americanpersonneltemps.com

“Your Personnel Department”

Established in 1973

Administrative • Banking  • Accounting • Marketing • Sales
Customer Service • Industrial Construction • Skilled Trades 

Nursing • Medical Assistants • Medical Office

salon west

Phelan Blvd., Suite B  |  Beaumont, Texas

409-866-6227

TOMMY WILLIAMSON
DEBORAH HANSEN & ELAIN GALVAN

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY FOR 
YOUR NEW SUMMER HAIR STYLE

Available in all shapes and styles, choose 
one that compliments your swimwear.  

Now that we know what’s trending, let’s 
look at which suits will celebrate your best 
features and conceal the others! Remember:  
always aim for a balanced silhouette!

Slim the Hips – Create the 
illusion of longer, leaner 
legs. Skip the wild prints on 
the bottom. Bring the focus up 
with a top in a lighter color, 
fun details – or wild prints! 

Boost the Bust – Padding 
and structured cups are 
still the best ways to add 
volume. Selecting a top 
with ruffles, pleating or the 
new flutter tops, which add 
a cup size without padding!  

Elongate the Legs – Wear 
styles that are cut high on 
the hip. It’s that simple! 

Support the Girls – Make friends with an 
underwire or hidden bra (if you aren’t 
wearing a halter, which also works great). 
Coverage on the sides also helps as well 
as padding on the underside of the cups 
to provide lift.  Steer clear of ruffle tops 
and triangle tops if you are bigger than a 
D-cup (triangles offer no support). Skip high 
necklines, which cause a uni-boob look.  

Tummy Tuck – Suits with draping and 
ruching help disguise this area. Look for 
suits with full- body control lining or wear 

a high-cut leg to draw the eyes up and away from the middle. 
Skip tankinis and also shiny fabrics (they highlight everything).

Choosing a flattering swimsuit means getting the fit, size, color and 
cut. From the plethora of designs available this summer, you are 
sure to find a style that best matches your shape and personality. 
You can follow the trends, but remember to always make personal 
style your priority. As long as you feel comfortable in the swimsuit 
you choose and it fits you well, you should rock it with pride!          
SHOPPING TIP:  The following websites offer a great selection of 
plus-size swimwear:  www.alwaysforme.com,  
www.torrid.com and www.swimsuitsforall.com.
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Summer is here and 
around this time 
of year everyone 

likes to look beach 
ready. What they are 
unable to tone up, they 
tan, and they want their 
hair to look sun-kissed. 
What they don’t realize 
is the long term damage 
to both their hair and 
skin that can happen 
without proper care. 
now, without taking 
the right precautions, 
can cause sun spots 
and unwanted freckles 
later. As one gets older, their skin becomes dryer and dry 
skin causes wrinkles.  The more one is in the sun, the dryer 
their skin becomes. No one wants wrinkles or sun spots. They 
want to have a healthy glow to look and feel radiant.  This 
can be achieved with the right products and a little time.

Everyone has been told they should wear 
sunscreen during the summer, or all year long 
if they are outdoors exposed to the sun the 
rest of the year. Sunscreen is a must to prevent 
sunburns and skin cancer. However, it also 
makes a very good cosmetic foundation.  A 
good oil-free SPF 15 or higher is recommended. 
Just be sure to choose one with the fewest 
ingredients and oil-free or dry touch like 
Neutrogena.  It is light and fresh and will last all 

day. Be sure to exfoliate dry skin daily.   

Viva Fashion & Beauty

By Melinda Royer

Bringing Clients and Employees 
Together Since 2001

409-554-81535755 College Street
Beaumont, TX 77707

www.facebook.com/sevstaffing

New Branch Office 
Now Open!  Call Today!

Sevstaffing.com

Trusted Name Since 1957

• Under New 
Ownership

• Full Service Cleaners  
at Lumberton

• Alterations at Both  
Locations

• Free Drop & Go-Happy  
Baggage Express 
Service1057 S Main St  •  Lumberton, TX  •  409-755-1025

6020 Hwy. 105 •  Beaumont, TX  •  409-924-0700

Jeff Franks, Owner

www.cometcleaners.com

Try using one of the facial 
spin brushes that are on the 
market today.  This helps 
generate the production of 
collagen which helps the skin 
look younger and fresher. 
Hair also needs SPF or UV 
protection. Hydrate hair with a 
good shampoo and conditioner 
such as moroccan oil shampoo 
and conditioner. Allow the 
conditioner time to penetrate.  Also 
use products that have UVA/UVB 
protection, like Paul Mitchell sun 
care line.  They are good for before 
and after sun exposure. Recently  
they have invented products that rebond 
the hair to make it stronger after it 
has been damaged.  Kim Kardashian 
uses Olaplex. Or try b3 Brazilian Bond 
Builder, distributed by Princess.

Remember to protect your hair and 
skin from the outside and nourish it 
from the inside. A healthy life style with 
good food choices, plenty of water, and 
multivitamins will have your hair and 
body looking their best all summer long. 

Melinda Royer 
Port Neches ,TX
lashandhairextensions.com
409-718-2900
Making Southeast Texas 
beautiful since 2003
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Louisiana has more fish per 
acre than any other State. 
That’s why they call it “The 

Fisherman’s Paradise.”   One 
of the best places to fish in 
Southwest Louisiana is Calcasieu 
Lake.  The Calcasieu Estuary, 
including the Calcasieu River and 
Ship Channel from Lake Charles 
to the Gulf of Mexico, offers an 
unforgettable fishing experience.

The Calcasieu Estuary offers great 
fishing for the most sought after 
inshore game fish on the Gulf 
Coast.  Speckled trout, redfish and 
flounder are the most common 
inshore species targeted, but 
plenty of other fish species are 
abundant as well.  Black drum, 
white trout, tripletail (ling), cobia, 
Spanish and king mackerel, snapper, 
pompano and sharks can be found along the Southwest 
Louisiana coastline and near shore oil platforms.  In the 
fall months, one of the greatest flounder runs in the world 
takes place in and around Calcasieu Lake.  From mid to late 
summer, the offshore speckle trout fishing heats up with 
the chance of catching the ever elusive triple tail or ling.  

Lake Calcasieu is saltwater magic. It is a brackish lake located 
in Southwest Louisiana and located mostly within Cameron 
Parish. The lake is paralleled on its 
west shore by Louisiana Highway 27 
and is located about seventeen miles 
south of Lake Charles, Louisiana.  
For decades, anglers from Texas 
as well as other Gulf Coast states 
have flocked to Lake Calcasieu 
to sample its legendary fishing.  

Lake Calcasieu also known as 
Big Lake, is close enough to be 
convenient, yet far enough to 
be ‘exotic’ for fishermen from 
the Lone Star State.  Most often, 
Texas fishermen take their initial 
trip to Big Lake to “do something 
different.” But, after that first 

time, they are hooked and become 
regular Lake Calcasieu fishermen. 
Much of Big Lake’s reputation 
has been built on producing big 
speckled trout, no other single bay 
system spits out as many over-two-
foot fish as Lake Calcasieu. Though 
there are areas that may be more 
appealing to record-seekers willing 
to catch just one or two giants, 
no place on the Gulf Coast gives 
anglers a better opportunity to 
catch fish in the five to eight-pound 
class, and catch them in volume. 
Catching multiple fish in this size 
range is not uncommon on Lake 
Calcasieu. For most fishermen, 
being in steady action with very 
large speckled trout beats spending 
several days on the water in search 
of one bite from a record-size fish. 

Although trout grab most of the headlines in Lake 
Calcasieu, there are plenty of redfish around both in the 
lake and the jetties.  During summer and fall, big bull 
redfish will be found along the jetties and beachfront.

A “bonus” option for Lake Calcasieu fishermen is the series 
of gas and oil rigs found just offshore.   These rigs offer great 
fishing opportunities for species such as tripletail, Spanish 
mackerel, king mackerel, shark and redfish.  The most reliable 

short rig action occurs in August, 
although fishing around the 
short rigs can be good anytime 
between July and September.  
With the right conditions, light 
winds and calm surface waters, 
anglers can safely make the run 
to the short rigs in a bay boat, 
opening up an entirely different 
world of fishing possibilities.

Continued on page 26...

Outdoors & Sports

 By Viva Southeast Texas
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Regardless of the time of year 
or target species, a trip to Lake 
Calcasieu is bound to create new 
angling memories. And, with it closer 
for many Texas fishermen than 
many bays in the Lone Star State, 
it’s a convenient change of pace.  

In any event, a fishing trip on 
Lake Calcasieu is well worth 
the drive as you discover why 
Southwest Louisiana is call 
“the Fisherman’s Paradise.”

For a charter fishing guide 
and trip, call Captain Anthony 
Busceme and the Black 
Dog team. They specialize 
in customized fishing trips 
on and arround the Calasieu 
Estuary.  They depart from 
Hackberry, LA.  (713) 283-4258

Lodging is available in 
Hackberry, Sulphur, and 
Lake Charles, Louisiana.

www.martinmarietta.com
409-981-1375 or 409-835-4933

Our people make us possible.

A leading supplier of aggregates and 
heavy building materials, Martin 

Marietta provides the products to build 
the world around you. Let us help play 

a role in your next project.

It’s not just what we make.
It’s what we make possible.®

409-842-3737

“Your Home
Comfort 

Specialists”

Home, Commercial & Industrial Services  

A/C and Heating Service & Installation

Full Home Services Available

24 Hours 7 Days A Week

No Overtime Charges  
Between 7am - 7pm

No Extra Charge To Bolivar Peninsula

409-842-3737    |     Fax: 409-842-3738
4445 Westpark Ave   Beaumont, TX 77705

ICMairconditioning.com



Jon boats are flat bottomed aluminum boats designed 
for shallow freshwater fishing.  These light-weight 
boats can fit in the bed of your pickup truck.

It’s hard not to relax when you’re on a boat.  The fresh air and 
warm sun give you a sense of freedom and adventure you can’t 
find anywhere else. With 
a boat, great getaways 
and destinations are 
just a weekend away. 
You may be just a few 
miles from home but 
it feels like you’re a 
million miles away from 
the hustle and bustle 
of your daily routine.

Source: Texas Marine
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Outdoors & Sports

By Viva Southeast Texas Magazine

• Light & Heavy  
Duty Trucks

• Vacuum Trailers
• Frac Tanks

• Large Inventory
• Affordable Pricing & 

Easy Financing Options
• Quality Service

(409) 842.1200
5065 Washington Blvd. • Beaumont, TX 77707

i10equipment.com

• Industrial Oil & Gas Equipment

Jared Bishop, Owner

Boating is a great way to fish or to relax and have 
fun with family or friends.  Southeast Texas and 
Southwest Louisiana have numerous rivers and lakes, 

as well as the Gulf Coast ideal for boating, but each of 
these water areas have different requirements for boats.

Boats come in many 
different sizes and styles.  
The most popular boat is 
the runabout/sportboat 
category.  These boats are 
good for rivers and lakes.  
They are stern-driven 
bowriders that are good for 
fishing, swimming or skiing.

The party boat on the river 
or lake is the pontoon.  
The pontoon’s hallmark 
feature is comfort on 
the water with ample 
sitting and plenty of 
room for coolers.  They 
make great swimming 
platforms and can be 
equipped with higher 
horsepower for speed, skiing and tubing.
 
Walkaround saltwater boats may be the ultimate of family 
fishers and are most popular in coastal waters and large 
bays.  They allow anglers the ability to walk around the boat 
deck when fishing. Most walkarounds feature stowaway 
family seating and a small cabin (with plumbing for a toilet 
and sink) that makes them a winner for saltwater and 
freshwater fishing, cruising, swimming, tubing or skiing.

Bass boats are small boats that are designed and equipped 
primarily for bass fishing or fishing for other panfish 
usually in freshwater such as lakes, rivers and streams. 
These boats are mostly powered by outboard motors.

Which Boat is Best for the Waters of  
Southeast Texas & Southwest Louisiana?



Corvettes & 
Car Shows!
By Ron Johnston and Mike White

Outdoors & Sports
Tri-City Corvette Club
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The Tri-City Corvette Club is comprised of Corvette 
owners throughout Southeast Texas who like to 
help the area with fundraising events like festivals, 

parades, transportation for homecoming dignitaries 
at area high schools, mall car shows, car rallies, and 
other special occasions.  The Club donates time and 
club money to local charities like Buckner Children’s 
Village, Southeast Texas Food Bank, the Jefferson County 
Foster Children’s Program, and The Humane Society 
of Southeast Texas.  They also sponsor a scholarship 
for a deserving Lamar University upperclassman. 

In May, the club hosts Southeast Texas’ largest, All 
Corvette Car Show.  This year, they held their 21st Annual 
Corvette Car Show at Parkdale Mall to help raise money 
for Buckner Children’s Village.  They had 110 shiny 
Corvettes attend and show their support.  Their next big 
car show was “Cruisin’ Galveston” on Galveston Island.  
There were over 600 Corvettes present this year and 
the Tri-City Corvette Club brought home several awards.  
Member Kathy Richardson was one of those winners.

The Club will be participating in several Open Car 
Shows throughout Southeast Texas the rest of the 
year including Big Boyz Toyz in Port Arthur and 
“Cruisin’ Silsbee,”  on October 9th and 10th. For more 
information go to www.tricitycorvetteclub.com

GROVES
409.963.1191 

BEAUMONT
409.860.3600

MID COUNTY
409.729.8280

BRIDGE CITY
409.735.5156

GECU.ORG

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate  •  Refinancing does not apply  
to existing Gulf Credit Union loans. All loans and rates are subject to  

credit approval and product participation. See Credit Union for details. 

Federally Insured by NCUA

90 DAYS NO PAY
AUTO LOANS

1% Cash Back
up to $500 on loans over $10,000

Rates as low as 1.75% APR*
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Dana & Dale exchange vows

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Williams

Dana Johnson 
and her daughter 

Charity Daigle

Viva Weddings

Terri & Lee Potter with Betty & Don Potter

Cara Kinchen and Terri Potter

Lee Potter and  
Terri Shields Potter
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With 65 years of public 
service to his credit, 
Chief “Pete” Shelton 

is still going strong.  These 
days Shelton supervises 
the Port of Beaumont with 
the same resourcefulness 
and finesse that served 
him so well during 46 
years of fire service. Born 
Chester A. Shelton in 1932, 
“Pete” grew up next to 
Fire Station #7, corner of 
McFaddin and First, and 
accompanied his fire-fighting father to every 
blaze in the city. “We were a Fire Department 
family and I knew from Day One I wanted to 
make fire service my career,” Shelton explains. 

After graduating from St. Anthony High School 
in 1950, Shelton joined the Beaumont Fire 
Department and served from 1950 to 1996, 
rising through the ranks as engineer, captain, 
district chief, deputy chief, and assistant chief, 
before appointed as Chief in 1976, a position 
he held for twenty years. He concurrently 
served as Emergency Management Coordinator from 
1983 to 1996, and as Interim City Manager between 1985 
and 1986, to help the city recover from a devastating 20 
million dollar investment loss. Although Shelton officially 
retired from the FD in 1996, he was called back as 
Interim Fire Chief from January 2007 to January 2008. 

 “Fire service has not always been a smooth ride, but it’s 
something I have always enjoyed,” Shelton attests. “The most 
rewarding thing about being a fireman is that I was always 
trying to improve the department as I rose through the ranks.” 

Among his proudest achievements, Shelton established 
the Beaumont Fire Department Historical Museum, which 
in 1986 became the State Fire Museum of Texas, a state-
designated historical landmark.  He relocated three fire 

By Kathie Platt

stations to improve overall FD response times. “And, together 
with the Beaumont Fire Fighters, the city of Beaumont, local 
industry and Lamar University, we developed and expanded the 
Beaumont Fire Training Center (originally known as the Beaumont 
Emergency Services Training Complex or BEST),” Shelton adds.

From 1970 to 1996 Shelton also served as 
the Chairman of the Lamar University Fire 
Training School and on the Advisory Board 
of Lamar’s Fire Technology Degree program. 
Today the training center is “One of the most 
progressive municipal fire training centers 
in the United States,” Shelton stressed. 
Shelton also helped establish the Beaumont 
Fire Department Maintenance Shop, which 
reconditioned the Sabine Neches Chief’s 
Association Fire Boat, the area’s first fire 
boat. Originally formed after the Texas City 
explosion in 1947, the SNCA is a mutual aid 
group devoted to improvements in industry 
standards, fire and safety. In 1970 Shelton 
became a distinguished recipient of the 
SNCA’s Outstanding Fire Chief’s Award.

Throughout his fire service 
career, Shelton found 
many other outlets for 
his relentless drive and 
leadership: as President 
of the Texas Fire Chief’s 
Association (1981-1982); 
as President of the East 
Texas Firemen’s & Fire 
Marshals’ Association 
(1983-1984); and 
on the International 

Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) Board of Directors (1983-
1995), Southwest Region, an organization on the cutting 
edge of new innovations in the fire protection industry. 

In September 2012 Shelton was honored at the LIT Foundation’s 
Salute to Real American Heroes, a fundraiser he is credited with 



Viva Spotlight

31

Viva Southeast Texas  |  C
o

n
n

e
c

tin
g

 p
e

o
p

le to
 P

e
o

p
le 

vivasoutheasttexas.com

31

Viva Southeast Texas  |  C
o

n
n

e
c

tin
g

 p
e

o
p

le to
 P

e
o

p
le 

vivasoutheasttexas.com

creating shortly after September 11, 
2001, in recognition of local fire, police, 
emergency medical technology, criminal 
justice, and homeland security services 
and to assist students attending these 
educational programs at LIT. Last July 
2014, C.A. “Pete” Shelton was honored 
by a surprise Endowment in his name at 
Lamar Institute of Technology, (the Chief 
Pete Shelton Firefighter Endowment Fund 
for Future Firefighters), 
created to provide 
scholarships for fire, 
police and emergency 
medical technology 
(EMT) students.

“I’ve been in fire service 
and law enforcement 
my whole life and 
I’ve held every rank 
in the department,” 
Shelton recalls.  
“It’s a wonderful, 
but dangerous life. 
Every time my phone 
would ring, I knew 
it was something 
serious. It took a long 
time, after I retired 
from the Beaumont 
FD in 1996, to get it out of my system.” 

Shelton also has enjoyed a long connection with the Port of 
Beaumont, serving as Vice-President from 1985-2001, as 
President from 2001 to the present, and then appointed Port 
Commissioner in 1989, a position he has now held by election 
for three consecutive terms. As the largest military port in 
the country, the Port 
works directly with 
Homeland Security 
and the Coast Guard. 
As Commissioner, 
Shelton’s 
highest priority 
is governance, 
working directly with 
Executive Director, 
Chris Fisher, setting 
procedures, hiring 
staff, and improving 
Port efficiency 
and services. 

Shipping, the railway, trucking, and 
insurance are deeply interconnected in 
Port operations, creating an economic 
ripple effect. While 40 employees work 
directly for the Port, the activities of 
the Port generate about 3700 jobs and 
250 million dollars in direct, indirect 
and induced economic impact. Over 
the past 13 years, the Port has not 
only kept its tax rate low, but has 
decreased its tax rate by 34%. Shelton 
also oversaw the ambitious ten-year 
railroad relocation project and developed 
the recent partnership with the Port 
of Orange and Jefferson Refining. 

Earlier this year the Board of Commissioners approved 
a 500 million dollar plan for short and long term capital 
improvements, including expansion of Orange County’s 
port facilities, rehabilitation of the grain elevator, 
reconstruction of older docks, and the addition of new rail 
and dock facilities. A new dock alone will cost 43 million. 
Turned 83 in June, with three years left in his term, Shelton 
is enjoying his work too much to think of retirement.  

“You have to enjoy what you’re doing and I’ve enjoyed my 
work my whole life. My job is my hobby!” Shelton exclaims. 

“I love Beaumont. It’s 
a great place to live 
and raise a family. My 
hope for the future: I 
want to see continued 
economic progress 
for our Port and our 
city: new enticements 
to keep people here, 
especially our kids, 
and ways to attract 
new business.” 

This past May, 
Shelton was an 
honoree at the 

4th Annual Nutrition and Services 
for Seniors, Deliver the Difference 
Luncheon “Celebrating Our Community 
Treasures.” Certainly a man who 
has lived up to his reputation as a 
living local legend, Viva Southeast 
Texas Magazine salutes Chief “Pete” 
Shelton for his lifetime of professional 
accomplishment and passionate service 
to the people of Southeast Texas.
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House to House

One year ago I began a new career in 
commercial real estate brokerage with 
Coldwell Banker Commercial Arnold 

and Associates in Beaumont, TX. As a life, 
long resident I felt fairly confident in my 
knowledge of the commercial properties 
existing in our area.  Today, I see my 
hometown from a different perspective.  

 In our market the sales and leasing of retail, 
office, multi-family, hotels and vacant land are 
all impacted by the industral happenings.  If you 
attended the latest Port Arthur Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon, you were undoubtedly 
interested in Guest Speaker Pat Avery’s 
speech about Natgasoline.  Natgasoline LLC 
will be the Nation’s largest Greenfield World 
Scale Methanol Plant and is currently being 
constructed on five hundred-fourteen acres 
of land in Beaumont Texas.  Production is 
estimated to begin in 2017.   I am curious to 
observe how quickly our economy will be 

positively impacted and where the inevitable 
commercial growth will be generated next.  

The rapid development of retail and medical 
businesses at the intersection of Highways 
69/96/287 and FM 365, indicate our market’s 
appeal to local and international tenants, 
investment groups and developers.  The 
Urban Land Institute states that in 2015, 
industrial properties will enter a period when 
projected construction is accelerating but 
demand is anticipated to decelerate.  That 

may not be the case here.  Hopefully 
we will continue to see an acceleration 
of industrial space constructed, 
because for us the results are an overall 
increase in demand for commercial 
real estate.  The vacant land listings 
decrease and the ground leases begin!

By Jes Prince

Thursday, September 10, 2015 • 6 P.M.
Wesley United Methodist Church
3810 North Major Drive • BEAUMONT

A Benefit for Emergency Service Programs Scholarships and Equipment

A SALUTE TO THE 
REAL AMERICAN HEROES

An equal opportunity/affirmative action educational institution and employer

YOU’RE INVITED TO

FOR MORE INFO & RESERVATIONS
(409) 839-2983 • LIT.edu

W I T H  S P E C IA L  H O N O R S  F O R
Local Fire, Police, Emergency Medical Technology,
Criminal Justice, & Homeland Security Services
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For Sale

It’s “Happy Hour” at  
Roy West Home Loans!

Roy West Jr., Jennifer McKinley, 
April Tolbert, Andrew McClusky, 
Amy Chance, Trisha Moyer West
and Missy Arnaud 

Kimberly Cao, 
Cassie Fiorenza Simpson 

and Zynetta Morrow

RoyWest.com

Home Loans
Conventional • FHA • USDA & VA

Roy West
Residential Mortgage  
Loan Originator,  
Branch Manager 
NMLS #316801 

409-866-1901 Office
409-350-9317 Cell

575 18th Street, Suite 2
Beaumont, Texas 77706

Listen to THE ROY WEST REAL ESTATE SHOW  
every Sunday 12-1pm on News Talk 560 KLVI

AmeriPro Funding, Inc., dba AmeriPro Home Loans, Company NMLS # 131699
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House to House

By D.E. Meek

Forgo that summer vacation in favor of a retreat you 
can use right in your own backyard. Decks, patios, 
landscaping, gardens, swimming pools and hot tubs can 

provide the perfect vacation retreat, as well as a daily relaxing 
escape from your everyday routines, for years to come.

1. Decks and patios have become extremely popular, low-
cost ways to add living space to a home. They not only make 
it convenient to enjoy sitting outside day or night, they also 
open up the home and facilitate entertaining and outdoor 
dining.  Homeowners are remodeling their decks and patios into 
small and full-scale outdoor kitchens, dining and entertaining 
areas.  Even with a small budget you can create an enjoyable 
outdoor room for dining and entertaining. There are some 
basics to any outdoor room: grilling area and dining area.  
The dining area will need some form of shade: a tabletop 
umbrella, a pergola, or even large trees will do the trick.

2. Landscaping and gardens add another dimension to your 
backyard. Plants and shrubs should be carefully chosen to 
include variations of height, scent and eye appeal.  Take into 
consideration trees and shrubs that shed all their leaves, 
versus evergreens, especially if you intend to add a pool 
to your backyard.  Most homeowners prefer to have low-
maintenance landscaping. However backyards make the 

ideal place for 
small, raised 
vegetable beds.  
Container gardens 
are easy to plant, 
easy to care for, and 
offer a wide variety of 
materials and shapes.

135 Dennis Rd.
Lumberton, TX. 77657

 409-751-3100

LIMITED TIME ONLY

In-ground Pools 
Starting Under $20,000 

Complete package 
including:

L.E.D. Light  •  Automatic 
Pool Cleaner  •  Fountain

Mineral Sanitizing System
Cover  •  3’ Concrete Apron

www.texasallseasons.com

3.  A swimming pool or hot tub can provide hours of relaxation 
and fun for the entire family.  Swimming pools come in a variety 
of different materials, some requiring more maintenance than 
others. Talk to an expert to help you to determine which type 
fits your liking and budget.  Hot tubs also serve as the ultimate 
personal retreat. The tub’s therapeutic waters are ideal for stress 
relief and relaxation, alleviating the aches and pains of everyday 
demands, in the privacy of your own home. Hot tubs are direct 
paths to relaxing evenings by yourself, with family or with friends.  

The best part about outdoor retreats in your backyard 
is that you don’t have far to go, you don’t have to stand 
in long lines, and you can vacation all year long.



When you go on a vacation you want to bring that 
memory back home with you.  You take photos, collect 
tickets stubs, menus and everything you can possibly 

find that is free and easy to pack in your luggage.  Usually when 
you go on a trip you don’t have a lot of extra money to spend 
on souvenirs, but you still want a memento or two from your 
vacation.  Most of the things you bring home are usually free 
and those are the things that mean 
the most to you and have the most 
memories attached to them.  As a 
result, do you come home from trips 
with an arm full of things?  Do they 
get put behind closed doors in a 
closet or tucked away in the bottom 
of a drawer?  So how do you display 
these treasures from a memorable trip 
an use as part of your home decor? 

Wall Art can be made in many 
different ways.

•	 Start with three picture frames of 
same size and color.  Dismantle and 
use the paper insert as a template 
to measure and cut a piece of 
foam board or cardboard for the 
base of your art.  Make copies of 
your photos and use the “effects” 
portion on your pc or camera to 
get an old tin-type photo.  Print 
on matte photo paper.  Arrange 
several photos and use double 
stick tap to place on the base.  
HINT: you can cover the bases 
with matching cloth, wall paper 
or contact paper that matches 
your décor.  Place in the frames.  

•	 If your vacation was at the 
beach, hot glue the sea shells to 
the frames.  Use the glass as a 
template for mirrors.  Place the 
mirrors in the frames and hang.

•	 If you went to a city, 
make a decoupage of photos, ticket stubs 
and menus and place in the frames. 

Pillows can be another form of display.

•	 Stuff your souvenir tee-shirt with an old throw 
pillow.  Use the arms to tie the whole thing together 
or use Velcro sticky back for a smoother look.  

Table displays are the easiest and fastest way to display your free 
collectibles like, beach sand, sea shells, rocks, pebbles, cones, etc.  
All you need are clear 
jars or crystal bowls 
to hold your things.

Display your souvenirs, 
de-clutter your home, 
and above all, share your 
memories with others.
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House to House

By D.E. Meek

The Blind Factory
7396 College Street, Beaumont, TX 77707

409-866-4055

CLEAN, CRISP AND CLUTTER FREE!
Graber Shutters and Window Treatments

Find more guides and DIYs on our new web site, 
vivasoutheasttexas.locable.com



Viva Snapshots
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1. Mayor Becky Ames, the Beaumont Chamber ambassadors,  
staff of the American Cancer Society.

2. Rhonda Brown, Kalina Burleson, Jacki Burleson
3. Lori Higgins and Pam Trosclair
4. Kathy Chessher
5. Kathy Chessher, Gloria Robinson, Damita Hines, Tammy Droste

American Cancer Society 
at Their New Location

Make Sure to Like  
Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/VivaSETXMag

18th Annual BBB Torch Awards 
Presentation Banquet

6. Finalists for the 2015 Torch Award - Small Business - Award 
Tim Sudela, American Valve & Hydrant, Event Emcee, Macy Riggs 
of BBB, Steve McGrade of Able Fastener, April Tolbert & Andrew 
McClusky of April Tolbert Insurance Agency, and 
Julie & James Dabney of Dabney Garage Doors

7. Amanda Phillips and Robin Fore Williams
8. John Paschall with guest speaker, Ruben “Speedy” Gonzalez

5

8

7

11

10

9

12

Beaumont Chamber of Commerce Introduces 
Regina Lindsey as the New Chamber 
President Following Jim Rich’s Retirement

9. New Chamber President, Regina Lindsey
10. Jim Rich, Regina Lindsey and Tim Sudela
11. Stewart and Bessie Chisum
12. Tim Sudela, Tina Marshall, Dale  Champagne and Amy Denison
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TOURS ARE ALWAYS 
OPEN & WELCOMED

ENHANCING THE 
QUALITY OF LIFE 

IS OUR MISSION

24 Hour Skilled  
Nursing Care

In-House 
Rehabilitation

Bright, Open & 
Spacious Rooms

Generations  
Secure Unit

3840 Pointe Parkway
Beaumont, Tx 77706

409.892.6811

COME AND SEE 
OUR HOME

To Your Health

Unfortunately, the warm weather of summer also brings 
along health and safety risks. Whether it’s a minor 
discomfort or something that requires a trip to the 

ER, being as prepared as possible is the best way to handle 
an emergency situation.  Going on a family vacation is no 
exception.  So, take some time to dust off your old first 
aid kit and update it with things you’ll need specifically 
for summer injuries that may occur. Keep one at home and 
then make sure you bring it along on your next vacation.

In addition to the First Aid Kit, you will need several small 
doses of over-the-counter medications such as Tylenol, 
Advil, Pepto-Bismol tablets, Dramamine, and Benadryl for 
allergic reactions.  Include children’s versions of the above, 
if applicable - such as baby and children’s pain relievers, 
prescribed medications, Benadryl spray, a syringe or medicine 
cup for administering medications, and baby wipes.  

Store your summer first aid kit where it can be easily 
reached in an emergency, but not so accessible that a child 
can get into it. You also want to keep it out of the direct 
sunlight to avoid overheating the medications inside.  Check 
the contents of your summer first aid kit periodically, 
and replace all medications that are out of date.

Viva Southeast Texas Magazine has taken the time 
to make a list of everything you’ll need for a summer 
safety kit as recommended by Dr. Kultze.

•	 A waterproof case (moisture can 
damage many of your supplies)

•	 Sanitizing wipes to clean your hands before 
attending to the person in need

•	 Latex gloves to prevent the spread of infection
•	 Antiseptic towelettes to clean out scrapes and cuts
•	 Neosporin or other cream to prevent infection
•	 Bandages of all sizes including Band-aids, gauze, 

and adhesive tape for cuts and blisters
•	 Tweezers and a sterile needle for splinters
•	 Instant ice packs for inflammation
•	 Cotton balls and cotton swabs
•	 Vaseline
•	 Saline solution to clean out eyes
•	 Thermometer
•	 Disposable mask
•	 Bug spray to prevent bites
•	 Sunscreen to prevent burns
•	 Hydrocortisone cream for rashes and bug bites
•	 Tea tree oil to treat poison ivy
•	 Aloe vera gel to help soothe a sunburn

By Dr. Ann Kultze
•	 Ear drops such as Aqua Ear or Swim Ear, sold 

without a prescription, can help prevent the 
infection swimmer’s ear (but talk to your doctor 
first, especially if you’re prone to the problem). 

•	 Other Personal items that your family is bound to need. 
Examples include: baby products, allergy and asthma 
medications, motion sickness medication, and an Epi-Pen. 
Consider adding an easy-to-comprehend first aid manual.
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By Tammie Johnson

To Your Health

Heart to Heart Hospice of the Gulf Coast

550 Fannin, Suite 1200
Beaumont Texas 77701
Beaumont@htohh.com

Office: 409-813-1028 • Fax: 409-838-9939

www.hearttohearthospice.com

Tammie Johnson is an Orange native 
who has battled with an ongoing 
mental health diagnosis of depression 

and bipolar disorder.  She struggled for 
many years to find the best path for her 
road to recovery as she found herself in 
and out of many different programs and 
hospitals. Then Johnson discovered the 
Spindletop Center (formerly MHMR) in her 
hometown and began utilizing its services 
in 2002.  She credits the Center’s unique 
line of services and hands-on approach 
with much of her success during her 
recovery.  By using the services available 
to her at Spindletop, Johnson has been 
able to turn her life completely around, and 
now serves as a Peer Training Coordinator 

for the Center helping other people who 
are still struggling with their recovery.   

Spindletop Center is both a community 
mental health center, and an intellectual 
and developmental disabilities center, 
located in southeast Texas. It serves more 
than 8,000 citizens annually in Jefferson, 
Orange, Hardin and Chambers counties 
and provides a variety of behavioral health 
care services to people with mental illness, 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, 
and chemical dependency.  In recent years, 
the Center has expanded its services to 
include additional housing efforts, a primary 
care clinic, and varied counseling services.

“At Spindletop 
we have Peer 
Specialists who 
can talk to you and 
even encourage you 
to participate in 
one of our training 
classes,” Johnson 
explains.   “The 
Wellness Recovery 
Action Plan and 
Whole Health Action 
Management are 

both programs that teach you how to take care of yourself. 
WRAP provides a safety net in case of a possible relapse, 
and WHAM targets high blood pressure, weight loss and 
diabetes. The services we have are so diversified.”

Johnson believes that because Spindletop is evolving to meet 
the needs of its clients in a wide variety of capacities, the 
Center is also making great improvements in decreasing the 
stigma often associated with a mental health diagnosis.

“Instead of sending you out to five or six outside agencies, 
under the Spindletop umbrella, you can get it all within 
one of two campuses,” Johnson says.  “As a consumer 
driven operation, we are serving the consumer and 
trying to meet as many of their needs as possible.”

For more information about Spindletop Center’s services, 
visit www.spindletopcenter.org or call (409) 784-5400.
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Cooking Up Viva Traditions

By Christianne Child

Time to get together with family and friends and you need 
to bring a salad. Everyone brings deviled eggs or potato 
salad, but you want to bring something new to the party. 

Turn to Nature!
When produce is at its peak, a simple 
salad can be magical. As summer 
hits its stride, it’s easy to turn salads 
from side dish into entree. To turn 
it into a complete meal, just add a 
little protein.  Salads are a great 
way to use up leftover barbequed 
chicken or steak. Any kind of lunchmeat is 
good, too—smoked turkey, ham, tuna, salami, corned beef, 
and prosciutto are all great on salads. If you want to keep it 
meatless, open up a can of beans. Kidney, cannellini, garbanzo, 
and black beans all make tasty, satisfying salad toppers.

Tempting Toppings!
Fresh, raw, sweet corn adds 
a wonderful crunch when 
cut off the cob and sprinkled 
into a salad. Raw yellow 
squash, cubed or grated, 
adds another dimension to a 
somewhat plain salad.  The 
vines and brambles are 
bursting with plump berries 
right now. Try sprinkling some into your next 
salad. You’ll be surprised at how delicious that touch of 
tart sweetness is in an otherwise savory salad. Toasted 
nuts are tasty, too. Toss some pecans, walnuts, almonds or 
pine nuts into a skillet and stir over medium heat until the 
nuts turn a shade darker and give off an enticing aroma. 

Use your Head—or Not!
It doesn’t need to be leafy and green to be called a salad! 
Try a Greek salad of tomato wedges, sliced cucumber, white 
onions, bell peppers, tart olives and tangy feta mixed with a 
simply delicious dressing 
of lemon juice, olive oil, and 
chopped oregano.  Another 
spectacular salad for the 
peak of tomato season is 
the insalata caprese rounds 
of garden-fresh tomatoes 
and fresh mozzarella 
layered on a platter 

and crowned with basil leaves, extra virgin olive oil, and a 
sprinkle of salt. There’s a whole world of grain and bean 
salads too! Try tabbouleh, a Middle Eastern favorite (nutty, 
chewy bulgur wheat), flecked with refreshing cucumber, 
tomato, green onions, and fresh mint and parsley.

Some like it Hot!
Cooked salads like potato salads or pasta salads can be 
jazzed up with new dressing.  Don’t forget deviled eggs.  Using 
Dejon mustard instead of yellow mustard, or adding chopped 
jalapenos, can add another layer of taste that explodes in 
your mouth, just like fireworks on the Fourth of July!
 
Your salad could be the hit of the party.  Keep it fresh 
and always add some mystery element, whether it is 
a new dressing or a new topper.  “ Bon appetit!”



5897 W Port Arthur Rd • Port Arthur, TX • 409.736.2843
864 Magnolia • Port Neches, TX • 409.727.1429
2255 N 11th St • Beaumont, TX • 409.892.8832

8350 Phelan Blvd • Beaumont, TX • 409.866.7878
3079 N Hwy 87 • Orange, TX • 409.886.8261

11916 Hwy 62 N • Mauriceville, TX • 409.745.3151

5960 Hwy 105 • Beaumont, TX • 409.892.1056
3955 Phelan Blvd • Beaumont, TX • 409.833.1498

421 S Main • Lumberton, TX • 409.755.1977
800 N Main • Vidor, TX • 409.769.6416

1650 College • Beaumont, TX • 409.835.2564

6001 39th St • Groves, TX • 409.962.8571
212 27th St • Nederland, TX • 409.727.2772
655 Lavaca • Beaumont, TX • 409.835.0626
1328 Hwy 124 • Winnie, TX • 409.296.2191
2005 Texas Ave • Bridge City, TX • 409.735.3022 
3915 Phelan Blvd • Bridge City, TX • 409.833.4349 

TEXAS

2830 Ryan Street • Lake Charles, LA • 337-477-4962 
518 E Russell • Welsh, LA • 337-734-2126 

798 Hwy 26 N • Lake Arthur, LA • 337-774-3309 
2013 Sampson Street • Westlake, LA • 337-433-1546 

175 San Antonio Ave • Many, LA • 318-256-9256 
327 Washington Ave • Mansfield, LA • 318-872-3404

4431 Nelson Rd • Lake Charles, LA • 337.477.4868 
362 Sam Houston Jones • Moss Bluff, LA • 337.855.7739 

505 E 4th Street • DeQuincy, LA • 337.786.2161  
112 N Thompson • Iowa, LA • 337.786.2161 

2227 Maplewood Dr • Sulphur, LA • 337.625.7578 
2540 Obrie St • Zwolle, LA • 318.645.6191

929 3rd Ave • Lake Charles, LA • 337.436.0529 
1717 Hwy 90 W • Vinton, LA • 337.589.6025 
707 1st Avenue • Kinder, LA • 337.738.5685 
4950 Lake Street • Lake Charles, LA • 337.474.9806 
9058 Shreveport Hwy • Leesville, LA • 337.238.0346
12054 Texas Hwy • Many, LA • 318.256.0928

LOUISIANA

Available at these locally owned and operated locations.

www.marketbasketfoods.com
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Ingredients:
No-Stick Cooking Spray 

1/2 cup chopped green onions

1/2 sliced black olives

1 can (10-3/4 oz) condensed cream 
of chicken soup

1 can (10-3/4 oz) condensed 
cream of mushroom soup

1 can (10 oz) Ro*Tel® Original Diced 
Tomatoes & Green Chilies, undrained 

1 small can Mexican corn

2 cups chopped cooked chicken

12 corn tortillas (6 inch), 
torn into bite-size pieces

2 cups shredded Cheddar 
cheese (2 cups = 8 oz)

1.	 Preheat oven to 325°F. Spray 13x9-inch baking dish with cooking spray; 
set aside.

2.	 Mix together both soups, undrained tomatoes and chicken. 

3.	 Layer one-third each of tortillas, chicken mixture, green onions, olives 
and cheese evenly in dish. Repeat layer BUT before you add the cheese, 
add the corn. Layer with the last of the tortillas, chicken mixture, onions, 
olives and cheese.

4.	 Bake uncovered 40 minutes or until hot and bubbly. COOK’S TIP: May 
use any variety of Ro*Tel Tomatoes in place of Original to suit your taste. 
Best served hot, but makes a good Family Reunion ‘Cover Dish’ even 
when warm or at room temperature.

Instructions:     Yields: 8 -1 cup servings or 16 1/2 cup servings

Easy King Ranch Chicken Casserole

Filling  Ingredients:
3 tablespoons smoky paprika

1 tablespoons salt

2 teaspoons black pepper

½ teaspoon cayenne pepper

1 teaspoon garlic powder

½ teaspoon dried thyme

½ cup honey

¼ cup red wine vinegar

3 tablespoons olive oil

1 onion, peeled and cut in half

3 to 3 ½ pounds pork 
shoulder, cut in half

Slow Cooker Pulled Pork BBQ

1.	 In a medium size mixing bowl, mix together the first six ingredients (all 
of the spices) with a fork.

2.	 Pour in the honey, vinegar, and olive oil and stir to form a paste.

3.	 Place the onion in the bottom of the slow cooker. Top it with the 2 pieces 
of pork and then pour the honey paste over all sides of the pork pieces. 
It’s okay if some of it (or a lot of it) just drips down to the bottom.

4.	 Turn the slow cooker on to low and cook for 7 to 8 hours or until the 
meat is tender enough to be easily shredded with a fork.

5.	 Serve warm over a toasted bun along with fixings like homemade 
coleslaw, baked beans and bread & butter pickles.

Instructions:     Yields: 6 to 8 servings
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Ingredients:
1 cup Coca-Cola soda 
(regular not diet) 

1/2 cup buttermilk 

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

2 cups all-purpose flour

1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder

1 teaspoon baking soda

1 cup butter, softened

1 3/4 cups granulated sugar

2 eggs

1 1/2 cups miniature marshmallows

1.	 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly oil and dust with flour a 13- x 
9-inch baking pan.

2.	 In a small bowl, combine Coca-Cola soda, buttermilk and vanilla extract; 
set aside.

3.	 In medium-sized bowl, sift together the flour, cocoa powder, and baking 
soda; set aside.

4.	 In large bowl, mix together on low speed the butter and sugar until 
combined. Add eggs, one at a time, and beat until blended. Starting with 
the flour mixture, beat in a little at a time alternating with the Coca-Cola 
mixture until you have ended with the flour mixture. Continue to beat 
for 2 additional minutes until the batter is light and fluffy. Stir in the 
marshmallows. 

5.	 Pour the cake batter into the prepared baking dish. It is normal for the 
marshmallows to float to the top of the cake batter when cooking.

6.	 Bake approximately 30 to 35 minutes, rotating the pan halfway through 
the cooking (once you reach 30 minutes, check cake every few minutes 
until done). Cake is done when a toothpick inserted in the center of the 
cake comes out clean.

7.	 While the cake is baking, prepare the Coca Cola Chocolate Icing but 
don’t make the frosting in advance, as you will need to pour it over the 
cake shortly after baking.

8.	 Remove cake from the oven to a cooling rack. While the cake is still 
warm, pour the prepared Chocolate Icing over cake and spread evenly 
to cover the cake. Let cake cool completely before serving. Yield: 12 
servings. Serve alone or accompanied by vanilla ice cream

Instructions:     Yields: 8 -1 cup servings or 16 1/2 cup servings

Chocolate Coca-Cola Soda Cake

Icing:
1/2 cup butter, room 
temperature or softened

1/3 cup of Coca-Cola soda

3 tablespoons unsweetened 
cocoa powder

4 cups powdered confectioners’sugar

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

May add 1/2 cup chopped nuts

Icing Preparation:
1.	 In a large saucepan over medium heat, stir together the butter, 

Coca-Cola soda, and cocoa powder until butter has melted.

2.	 Whisk in the powder sugar, one cup at a time, and then 
add the vanilla extract. Stir until icing is smooth. 

3.	 Pour over warm cake.

When It Comes To Catering,
We Are The Experts!

(409) 840-9051 • 2530 W. Cardinal Dr.

www.monclas.com

Moncla’s Catering
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Golden Triangle since 1918

Whatever the occasion &
No matter of size:

• WEDDINGS

• ANNIVERSARIES

• FAMILY REUNIONS

• BUSINESS PICK-NICKS

• SEMINARS

• AND MORE!

• FREE ESTIMATES

Call the experts! Call Moncla’s

Chocolate Frosting

Ingredients:
•	 3 Family sized tea bags (Luzianne Tea Bags)
•	 *a pinch of baking soda (1/8 teaspoon)
•	 1 to 1 1/3 cups of sugar ( Use 3/4 

cups Splenda for Diet Tea)
Directions:
1.	 Bring 3 to 4 cups of water to  boil. Add 

baking soda to the water and 3 family 
sized tea bags. Remove from heat and cover. 
Allow to sit for at least 10 minutes. *the 
soda takes out the bitterness of the tea

2.	Pour into gallon pitcher with sugar and 
stir till dissolved. Then fill up pitcher 
with cold water. Refrigerate after cooled. 
Serve over ice. Makes 10 servings.

Southern Sweet Iced Tea



Restaurant Guide
Restaurants
BEAUMONT
Applebee’s
4375 Dowlen Rd • 409.347.0199

Bando’s Restaurant
215 N 11th St • 409.212.8445

Black-Eyed Pea Restaurant
6455 Phelan Blvd • 409.866.2617

Buffalo Wild Wings
3939 Dowlen Rd • 409.924.8646

Catfish Kitchen
3620 College • 409-832-3474

The Café
730 Liberty St • 409.835.9652

Cheddar’s Casual Café
3815 I-10 S • 409.840.5333

Chicken Express
4760 College • 409-840-5950
7290 Hwy 105 • 409-892-4411
520 S Main • 409-751-5202

Chili’s
110 I-10 S • 409.832.1253

Chuck E Cheese’s
4180 Dowlen Rd • 409.347.0693

Cracker Barrel
5390 Walden Rd • 409.842.5420

Doug Nelsons Cafe’
10025 TX Hwy 24 • 409.842.1557

Fuddruckers
4545 Dowlen Rd • 409.898.8973

Green Light Kitchen
350 Pine St. #115 • 409.347.7284

Hamburger Depot
1652 W Cardinal Dr • 409.840.6600
790 Neches • 409.838.3700

Honey B Ham Company
6385 Calder Ave • 409.860.3151

Hooters
850 I-10 S • 409.892.9464

IHOP
3830 College St • 409.833.5510
5875 Eastex Frwy • 409.899.3117

Jason’s Deli
112 Gateway Shopping Center 
409.833.5914
535 N Dowlen Rd • 409.866.9015

Madison’s on Dowlen
4020 Dowlen Rd • 409.924.9777

McAlister’s Deli
3050 Dowlen Rd • 409.861.3354

Novrozsky’s Hamburgers, Etc.
3925 Dowlen Rd • 409.899.4076

Rao’s Bakery and Café 
4440 Dowlen Rd • 409.347.3400
2596 Calder Ave • 409.832.4342

Rockin A Cafe
3520 W Cardinal Dr • 409.842.0010

Schlotzsky’s Deli
4080 N Dowlen Rd • 409.924.9991

Sertino’s Cafe
5657 Eastex Frwy • 409.892.0600

The West Bar and Grill
6445 Calder Ave • 409.866.4733

Two Magnolia’s at the Art 
Museum of Southeast Texas
500 Main St • 409.833.5913

Waffle House
2760 I-10 E • 409.892.6562
3865 I-10 S • 409.842.0860
3985 College St • 409.842.5212
5875 Hwy 105 • 409.347.0590

Willy Burger
5535 Calder • 409.892.3407

Wings to Go
4275 Dowlen Rd • 409.898.1600

ITALIAN

Frankie’s Italian Grill
105 I-10 N • 409.835.9200

Gino’s Pizza & Pasta
4318 Dowlen Rd • 409.899.1640

New York Pizza & Pasta
4405 Calder Ave • 409.892.6535
790 Neches St • 409.832.7032

The Olive Garden
585 I-10 N • 409.832.9058

MEDITERRANEAN
Abbie’s Imports and Deli
5335 Fannett Rd • 409.842.2895

MEXICAN – TEX MEX
Café Del Rio
2830 I-10 E • 409.347.0250

Carlito’s 
890 Amarillo St • 409.839.8011

Carmela’s
3925 Calder Ave • 409.898.4745

Casa Olé
5898 Eastex Frwy • 409.899.2646
335 I-10 N • 409.832.5004

Crazy Jose’s
6420 Phelan • 409.866.7760
900 S Main • Lumberton • 409.755.4661
600 S Main • Vidor • 409.755.4613

Elena’s Mexican Restaurant
6290 Phelan • 409.861.2800
1865 College St • 409.832.1203

Fuzzy’s Taco Shop
5655 Eastex Fwy • 409-924-TACO (8226)

Guadalajara
4414 Dowlen Rd • 409.924.7718

La Cantina
4555 Dowlen Rd • 409.899.9393
2050 I-10 S • 409.840.9840

Lupe Tortilla
2050 IH South • 409.347.8908

Monterey House
1090 S 11th St • 409.832.0310
3015 N Dowlen Rd • 409.861.4905

ASIAN
Chaba Thai Cuisine
4340 E Lucas • 409.899.4500
6434 Phelan Blvd • 409.866.3388

China Garden
3871 Stagg Dr • 409.838.6686

China Hut
3675 College St • 409.832.3663

General Wok
260 Dowlen Rd • 409.866.6588

Golden Dragon
6420 Eastex Frwy • 409.924.7331

Great China
3135 Calder Ave • 409.833.0537

King Palace
4328 Dowlen Rd • 409.898.3338

Pei Wei Asian Diner
3050 Dowlen Rd • 409.866.0620

Pho Four Seasons
3690 College St • 409.212.9755
4374 Dowlen Rd • 409.896.2898

Taste of China
955 I-10 S • 409.838.1688

Tokyo Japanese Steak 
House & Sushi Bar
4438 Dowlen Rd • 409.896.2400
1970 I-10 S • 409.840.4255

SEAFOOD
Floyd’s Cajun Seafood & 
Texas Steakhouse
2290 I-10 S • 409.842.0686

Joe’s Crab Shack
3825 I-10 S • 409.842.4433

Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen
4040 I-10 S • 409.842.1339

Red Lobster
2820 I-10 E • 409.892.7821

Sartin’s West
1990 I-10 S • 409.861.3474

Taste of Orleans at Gator Country
6320 Wayside St • 409.794.3663

Vautrot’s Cajun Cuisine
13350 Hwy 105 • 409.753.2015

Zydeco Louisiana Diner
270 Crockett St • 409.835.4455

STEAKS
Brazos Cattle Company
5055 Eastex Frwy • 409.895.0099

Logan’s Roadhouse
4185 N Dowlen Rd • 409.347.2977

Outback Steak House
2060 I-10 S • 409.842.6699

Saltgrass Steak House
325 I-10 N • 409.813.8138

White Horse Bar & Grill
7150 Eastex Fwy • 409.347.0764

Wood Fired Grill
3871 Stagg Dr • 409.203.3147

BARBECUE
Boomtown BBQ
6385 Calder Ave. • 409.554.8432

Broussard’s Links Plus Ribs
2930 S 11th St • 409.842.1221

Patillo’s Bar-B-Q
610 N 11th St

Tony’s Barbecue and Steakhouse
3375 Calder Ave • 409.838.2162
5860 Eastex Frwy • 409.892.3100

CAFETERIAS
Luby’s Cafeteria
2695 I-10 E • 409.838.5566

CONTINENTAL
Bryan’s 797
797 North 5th St • 409.832.3900

The Grill by Arfeen, Smith & Payne
6680 Calder Ave • 409.866.0039

Katharine & Company
1495 Calder Ave • 409.833.9919

Suga’s Deep South 
Cuisine & Jazz Bar
461 Bowie St • 409.813.1808

PORT ARTHUR
Applebee’s Neighborhood Bar & Grill
3330 Hwy 365 • 409.729.1021

Beau Reve
4400 Atlantic Rd • 409.962.2422

Buffalo Wild Wings
8845 Memorial Blvd
409.724.0046

Bruce’s Seafood Deli
6801 9th Ave • 409.727.3184

La Cantina Mexican Grill
7960 Memorial Blvd • 409.727.0404

Casa Olé Restaurant & Cantina
3100 Hwy 365 • 409.727.5377
4801 N Twin City Hwy • 409.963.0185

Cheddar’s Casual Café
8005 Memorial Blvd • 409.729.5800

Chili’s
8665 Memorial Blvd • 409.727.3675

Dylan’s Restaurant and Grill
8601 9th Ave • 409.722.1600 

H2O Seafood & Grill
7675 Memorial • 409-237-5305

IHOP
8685 Memorial Blvd • 409.721.6310

Jason’s Deli
170 Central Mall • 409.727.6420

Judice’s French Market
3005 7th St • 409.982.3522

King Buffet
7675 Memorial Blvd • 409.721.6868

La Hacienda Mexican Restaurant
7700 9th Ave

Luby’s Cafeteria
4840 Hwy 73 • 409.962.0261
8680 Memorial Blvd • 409.724.0043

McAlister’s Deli
8393 Memorial Blvd • 409.729.3354

Sake Sushi Bar
8691 9th Ave • 409.722.7253 
Scholtzsky’s Deli
8745 Memorial Blvd • 409.721.9997

Sertino’s
7675 Memorial Blvd • 409.724.7012

Tequilla’s Mexican Restaurant
4231 Gulfway Dr • 409.983.7545

Texas Roadhouse
8575 Memorial Blvd • 409.722.2246

Tokyo Japanese Steakhouse 
& Sushi Bar
3300 Central Mall Dr • 409.729.0641

Tony’s BBQ
2749 Memorial Blvd • 409.984.5444

Tropical Grill
4300 Hwy 365 • 409.724.1002

Tuscany Italian Restaurant
3600 Hwy 365 • 409.724.1881

Waffle House
2940 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • 409.724.2141
4505 Twin City Hwy • 409.962.7522

GROVES
Big Daddy’s Grill
3848 Main Ave • 409.548.4856

China Inn
4848 Twin City Hwy • 409.962.2431

Colichia’s Italian Village
5601 E Parkway St • 409.962.7711

The Courtyard Café & Gift Mall
4321 Lincoln Ave • 409.962.2850

Famous Buffet
5080 Twin City Hwy • 409.962.1888

Sneaky Pete’s
3900 Pure Atlantic Rd • 409.963.1241

Carrabba’s Italian Grill
1550 I-10 S • 409.842.5561

MacKenzie’s Pub
229 Dowlen Rd 
409.866.2288
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Jimmy John’s  

Gourmet 
Sandwiches
426 Dowlen Rd 
409.861.4160
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Viva ReviewRestaurant Guide
Larry’s French Market & 
Cajun Restaurant
3701 Pure Atlantic Rd • 409.962.3381

Tony’s BBQ & Steaks
4700 Twin City Hwy • 409.962.7427

NEDERLAND
Bobby’s Homestyle Cooking
2750 Nederland Ave • 409.722.0561

Butcher’s Korner
1155 Boston Ave • 409.722.4831

Carmela’s Mexican Restaurant
1203 S Hwy 69 • 409.729.0760

Champagne’s Specialty Cakes
812 S Twin City Hwy • 409.729.2288

Davis Donuts and Deli
1706 Hwy 365 • 409.729.5100

Eaton Meats
2505 Nederland Ave • 409.722.3200

Golden Croissant
2904 Hwy 365 • 409.727.5399

Grand Buffet
2250 Hwy 365 • 409.722.6668

John’s Grill
112 N 11th St • 409.727.1393

La Suprema Mexican Restaurant
3105 Hwy 365 • 409.722.2880

Mazzio’s Pizza
3028 Hwy 365 • 409.724.0500

Novrozsky’s Hamburgers, Etc.
3016 Hwy 365 • 409.724.7553

Rao’s Bakery & Deli
3504 Hwy 365 • 409.729.7267

Sartin’s Seafood
3520 Nederland Ave • 409.721.9420

The Schooner Restaurant
1507 Hwy 69 • 409.722.2323

Taco Rey Mexican Restaurant
1505 Nederland Ave • 409.721.5100

The Tamale King
2495 N Twin City Hwy • 409.724.6666

PORT NECHES
Billy Joe’s Bar-B-Q
2029 Magnolia Ave • 409.727.1482

Carla’s Cupboard
2117 Magnolia Ave

Celeste’s Tamales
3102 Saba Ln • 409.722.1172

Joe’s Pizza and Pasta
2839 Nall • 409.727.3961

La Fiesta Mexican Restaurant
2337 Nederland Ave • 409.729.2500

The Neches Café
2401 Port Neches Ave • 409.729.3849

Neches River Wheelhouse   
720 Lee Ave • 409-853-1249

Sea Ranch Cafe
1305 Magnolia • 409.722.6057

Orange
Barking Dog Coffee Lounge
109 5th St • Orange • 409.330.4065

Casa Ole
1717 N 16th St • Orange • 409.886.0642

Denny’s inside Flying J Truck Stop
7112 I-10 W • Orange • 409.883.4720

Gary’s Coffee Shop
2650 I-10 • Orange • 409.886.9019

Guadalajara
137 MacArthur Dr • Orange • 409.883.4214

J. B.’s BBQ
5750 Hwy 90 • Orange • 409.886.9823

Lucy’s Café & Bakery
2488 MLK Dr • Orange • 409.883.332

Old Orange Café
914 Division • Orange • 409.883.2233

Robert’s Restaurant & Steakhouse
3720 N Park Ave • Orange • 409.883.0979

Romanos 8:31 Italian Restaurant
1207 N 16th St • Orange • 409.883.9142

Senor Toro’s
2308 Lutcher Dr • Orange • 409.883.2443

The Jumping Bean
7174 N Hwy 87 • Orange • 409.883.5858

AREA SPECIALTIES
Al-T’s Seafood & Steakhouse
244 Hwy I24 Spur 5 • Winnie, TX 
409.296.9818

Captain Ron’s Seafood
310 S Pine St • Kountze, TX • 409.246.3700 

Cinnamon Patch
590 Wilson • Vidor, TX • 409.762.8545

County Line Diner
805 N LHS Dr • Kountze, TX • 409-751-5151

Lake Charles La Truffe Sauvage
815 West Bayou Pines Dr • 337.439.8364
www.thewildtruffle.com

Hollier’s Cajun Kitchen
1709 Ruth • Sulphur, LA • 337.527.0061

Hamburger Depot
141 N LHS Drive Suite 211, 
Lumberton • 409.755.4411

Hush Puppy Seafood Restaurant
1202 N Main St • Vidor, TX • 409.769.7403

James Brown’s Gumbo 
House and Grill
975 N Main St • Vidor, TX • 409.769.1206

Mama Jack’s
215 N Pine St • Kountze, TX • 409.246.3450 

Mi Pueblo
980 Hwy 327 E • Silsbee, TX 
409.385.5288

Munchies Ole’
1198 N 5th St • Silsbee, TX • 409.385.5003

Napoli’s Italian Restaurant
835 S Main St • Lumberton, TX
409.227.4611

Novrozsky’s Hamburgers
441 S Main St, Lumberton • 409.755.1224
1170 TX-327, Silsbee • 409.386.6300 

Old Orange Cafe
914 W Division • Orange, TX • 409.883.2233

Peggy’s On The Bayou
2682 E Round Bunch 
Bridge City, TX • 409.886.1115

Pickett House Restaurant
Hwy 190 W • Woodville, TX • 409.283.3371

Pine Tree Lodge
3296 Pinetree Rd off LaBelle Rd between  
Hwy 73 & 365 • LaBelle, TX • 409.796.1600

restaurant calla
1400 Market Street in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana 

Seven Clans Buffet at 
Coushatta Casino Resort
777 Coushatta Dr
Kinder, LA • 800.584.7263

Sure Catch Seafood
605 W Round Bunch Rd
Bridge City, TX • 409.313.6140

Steamboat Bill’s
1004 Lakeshore Dr • Lake Charles, LA
337.494.1070 • www.steamboatbills.com

Tequila’s Mexican Restaurant
1085 Texas Ave • Bridge City, TX   
409.738.3510

The Cottage
5125 Old Evadale • Silsbee, TX
409.385.9057

West Texas Style BBQ
3078 US Hwy 96 • Silsbee, TX
409.385.0957

By Katie Harrington

restaurant calla  
Brings Gastropub Trend to  

Southwest Louisiana

restaurant calla, located in Lake 
Charles, is giving diners a new idea 
on food. The area’s first gastropub, 

calla serves up small, sophisticated 
plates with fresh ingredients that 
are combined in interesting ways. 
Open since June 2014, calla offers 
innovative cocktails and four to five big plates.

Chef and owner David Sorrells says the four to five 
big plates are offered because “people still want 
steaks.”  Sorrells, who began his career working 
for Brennan’s Houston, says he’s trying to break 
the rules. “You can still eat foie gras in shorts.”

Gastropub restaurants tend to combine imaginative, upscale 
cooking techniques with the casual dining experience of 
a pub.  Sorrells’ calla offers a menu containing dishes 
like roasted bone marrow, quail and Blue Crab beignets 
along with a juicy burger that is the talk of the town these 
days, all served from a relaxed environment that features 
leather couches, outdoor seating and family-style tables.

Chef Sorrells said, “The goal of the calla team is to serve 
the highest quality food and drink in a casual atmosphere, 
and a comfortable setting with the service equal to that 
of the finest restaurants, minus the pretentiousness.

restaurant calla 
is located at 
1400 Market 
Street in 
Lake Charles, 
Louisiana. calla 
is open for 
lunch Tuesday 
through Friday 
from 11am-2pm 
and for dinner, 
Tuesday through 
Saturday from  

4pm -10pm.  Visit www.restuarantcalla.com  to learn more.



Louisiana Spirits Distillery, 
producers of Bayou Rum, was 
literally born on the Bayou! While 

duck hunting near the Lacassine 
Wildlife Refuge and some local 
sugarcane fields, brothers, Trey 
and Tim Litel, and Skip Cortese 
wondered why no one was producing 
home-grown, high quality Louisiana 
rum? While researching their idea, 
they discovered the importance 
of sugar cane in the rum making 
process and realized that they 
have access to an endless supply 
of local sugarcane. The next thing 
they knew, Louisiana Spirits was 
born. Trey stated, “We decided to 
build a great, authentic Louisiana 
rum and do it in a way that will 
support our state and our unique culture.”

Trey also said, “Louisiana is known as ‘The Bayou State’ and 
we grew up on Contraband Bayou. Good memories inspired us 
to celebrate our state by naming our product Bayou Rum.”

Bayou Rum uses homegrown, locally-produced Louisiana 
sugarcane, which is  processed into molasses 
and raw sugar crystals by MA Patout & Son’s and 
then delivered to the Bayou Rum Distillery.  

Sugarcane-derived yeast starts the unique “sugar house” 
recipe. Using these fresh materials and pure local Thornwell 
Aquifer water in a Vendome Copper and Brass Works hand 
made copper pot still, Bayou Rum is crafted in the largest, 
privately-owned rum distillery in the USA, utilizing traditional 
methods with state-of-the-art technology for all four steps: 
fermentation, distillation, maturation, and bottling.

The bottles are specially made to 
exact specifications with several 
proprietary features and have won 
numerous awards. As the bottling 
begins, the bottles are rinsed in 
Bayou Rum to eliminate dust and 
so it won’t change the proof.  You 
can join the bottling team for a 
day. Check out www.bayourum.
com/distillery for info.  Fun stuff! 

Bayou Rum now offers four great 
tasting rums. Silver Bayou Rum 
was the original rum offering and 
has a smooth, subtle taste. 

Bayou Spiced Rum is 
blended with natural 
Louisiana ingredients to 
spice up your favorite 
cocktail. Bayou Spiced 
Rum was chosen as 
Best in Class and was 
awarded a Gold Medal 
at the 2014 Miami Rum 
Renaissance Festival 
and, most recently, 
a DOUBLE GOLD at the International Rum Fest in Spain! 
Bayou Satsuma is made with local satsuma for a tangy 
citrus flavor. Just released, the Bayou Limited Edition Select 
Barrel Reserve is aged for up to 3 years in oak barrels for 
a smooth, rich taste and earned a GOLD medal award from 
the Consumer Rum Jury at the 2015 Miami Rum Festival.
Bayou Rum is located on the frontage road in Lacassine, 
Louisiana, just minutes from Lake Charles. The compound 
includes a state-of-the-art distillery, a gallery celebrating the 
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By Mike Simpson

Let Us Serve All Your Beverage Needs For Your Special Event

Kegs  •  Over 100 Import & Craft Beers
Extensive Line of Fine Wines  •  Cigar Humidor • Party & Case Discounts

Party Planning Estimates Available  •  Set Up & Delivery

Locally Owned & Family Operated by 
Messina Brothers For Over 42 Years

DEBB’S LIQUOR STORE

“A Toast to the Best…Best Service, Best Price & Best Selection!”

Debbsliquor.com • 409-866-7301

Viva Vino & Spirits



state’s historic 
role as a sugar 
cane producer, a 
tasting bar, and 
an incomparable 
gift shop. 

For a truly 
unique and 
enjoyable 
experience, 
make the 
short drive 
to Lacassine. 
To contact 
Bayou Rum, 
visit their website at www.bayourum.com/
distillery or call 337-588-5800.  Cheers!
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A Tasting at Debb’s Liquor Store at Phelan Blvd. 
Beaumont, Texas on Friday, August 14, 4pm - 7pm

Viva Vino & Spirits

Viva Tribute
By Joy Wooley

Southeast Texas Remembers First Responders

9/11 will be a day in history that Southeast Texans will 
never forget.  We have several memorials throughout 
the area to pay honor to all those who lost their lives on 

that day as well as all those that have given their lives in the 
line of duty.  Take some time to visit these memorials and 
remember those who sacrificed their life on your behalf.

The Officer Down Memorial is 
dedicated to all law enforcement 
that have died in the line of 
duty.  This memorial is located 
in front of the Beaumont Police 
Department in downtown Beaumont.

Beaumont, Texas has one 
memorial to all victims 
of 9/11, at the beautiful 
gardens of Tyrrell Park. 
This memorial depicts 

the twin towers.

A memorial to the 9/11 first 
responders stands at C.A. Pete 
Shelton Firefighter Memorial 
Plaza. The Plaza is located on 
the grounds of the Fire Museum 
of Texas at 400 Walnut Street, 
in downtown Beaumont.

The Veteran’s Memorial Golden 
Triangle Veteran’s Park is located one 
mile south of the Memorial Bridge 
on Hwy. 87 in Port Arthur, Texas 
and includes many WWII relicts.

Rafael Ornelas,  
Special Assistant Chief

Officers James Reaux 
and Tim Ocnashek



Tall Tales & Short Trips  By Ms. Lynn
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Growing up in Southeast 
Texas during the late 50s 
and early 60s was a time 

of enlightenment, discovery 
and great adventures.  It was 
a time of simple pleasures, 
hard work, yet less stress.  
It was a time with a slower 
pace and fewer demands. The 
50s and 60s were the age of 
listening to your elders as they 
spoke of the “good old days,” 
spinning yarns, and mixing 
history with tall tales…like 
“The Pink Palace Fish Camp.” 

It was my Daddy’s dream 
to own a fish camp on the 
Neches River.  He spent a 
great deal of time running 
trot lines for blue catfish on that river.  He even made his 
own Catfish Charlie, or stink bait, right in our living room!  
He spent a lot of time driving back and forth between the 
Neches and our home.  He didn’t mind because Daddy loved 
to fish and we loved to eat fried fish with all the fixings!

We didn’t get 
together for 
cookouts. Instead, 
we would have 
a fish fry.  You 
could say that 
a fish fry was a 
“social” meeting 
for our family 
and friends.  My 
Momma made the 
best hushpuppies 
and fish fry coating 
in our family.
However it wasn’t 
very convenient 
having a fish fry 
at our home.  This was the argument Daddy used to convince 
Momma to invest in a fish camp. Daddy’s dream finally 
came true when a nice big fish camp on the Hardin County 
side of the Neches River came up for sale in the 1960s.  
The building had a screened-in front porch, a large gathering/
dining room, a small kitchen, and a small primitive bathroom. 
The outside had peeling paint everywhere and the window 

screens needed to be replaced.  The 
yard was overgrown and the whole 
place looked like the old houses 
featured in Halloween movies.  
“Nothing that a little TLC can’t 
take care of,” said Daddy.  Momma 
answered back, ”Or a match!”  We 
all laughed at their joke and dug 
in to tackle the big clean up.  The 
whole family got into fixing up 
the camp, even my Grandpa.

Daddy worked every evening and weekend scraping off all 
the old paint and repairing boards that “mother nature” had 
deteriorated. Finally the camp was ready to paint. Momma and 
Daddy decided to paint the outside of the camp barn red since 
Daddy had a couple of gallons someone had given him.  



The weekend Daddy started painting was beautiful with dry 
air and clear skies.  Daddy painted and painted, but the old 
wood exterior sucked up the new paint almost as fast as Daddy 
applied it.  He only managed to get a third of the painting done 
when he ran out of paint. 
Momma went to town with 
one of the empty cans.  
She needed to purchase 
five more gallons of paint, 
according to Daddy.  
Momma went to the 
hardware store and told the 
helper what she wanted.  
He matched the paint 
color using the formula 
he had. They loaded up 
the big five-gallon bucket 
of paint in the back of 
the truck and Momma 
returned to the camp. 
Daddy unloaded and opened the bucket.  He and 
Momma stood shocked as they stared at the five 
gallons of new paint. The paint was bright pink!

Daddy, was never one to waste money, decided to use 
the pink paint.  When he finished, he and Momma proudly 
surveyed the fish camp. The next weekend, the whole family 
went to the camp to see the newly painted camp house.   

I loved the new color!  
Grandpa’s only comment 
was that it would always 
be easy to find. My little 
brother got all excited 
and named the place the 
“Pink Palace Fish Camp.”
The name stuck.

The “Pink Palace” 
remained bright pink for 
many years, providing 
my family plenty of fish 
fries and fish tales.  
Today that section of 

land on the Neches River is part of the Big Thicket National 
Preserve and fish fries are still a big thing in Southeast Texas.
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Tall Tales & Short Trips  By Ms. Lynn

Start here, go far...

Choose from over 50 degree and 
certificate programs.

BEAUMONT • SILSBEE • ONLINE

For more information, please call
(409) 880-8321 or visit us
online at www.lit.edu.
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Viva Snapshots

12 13

Make Sure to Like Us
on Facebook
www.facebook.com/VivaSETXMag

1. Tracy Byrd and Charlene Dauphin
2. Joey Armstrong, Michelle Fosha Armstrong 

 and Mike Simpson
3. Judge John Stevens and  

District Attorney Bob Wortham
4. Jimmy Simmons and Joseph Fertitta
5. Yvette Crory and Karen Fontenot, 

Champagne & Ribs’ Co-Chairs
6. Lee Potter enjoys the Bag of Donuts Band

Gift of Life’s Champagne & Ribs 2015, 
Let the Force Be with You!

7. Steve Gilbert, Laura Kressman, Emily 
Brackin, Scott Miller, Scott Brackin, Jim 
Rich, Joey Kressman and David Thornhill

8. Rodney Ames and Mayor Becky Ames
9. Bob Wortham with Mrs. and Mr. Skylar Thompson
10. Dale Champagne, Shannon Williamson 

and Misty Edwards

LobsterFest 2015 by Beaumont 
Chamber of Commerce

The Officer Down Memorial Dedication

11. Officer Kolin Burmaster & Sheriff Mitch Woods
12. Sgt. Bill Davis and Jon Reaud
13. Chief Jimmy Singletary, Det. Mark Hogge,  

Lt. Karen Froman, Capt. Jim Clay 
and Det. Yvette Borerro

Want more Viva Southeast Texas Magazine? 
Go to our new web site  
vivasoutheasttexas.locable.com
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July 1st - 17th 2015
ArtVentures Creative 
Kids Summer Camp 
Art Museum of Southeast Texas
500 Main St • Beaumont, TX
409-832-3432 

July 1st - 25th 2015
Drawn to Life: Audubon’s Legacy 
Tues – Sat, 9 am - 5pm, Adults, $6. 
Seniors (65+), Students & Youth (10-17) 
$5. Children (4-9), $2. Members, free.
Stark Museum of Art 
712 Green Ave • Orange, TX 
409-886-2787 

July 1st - 30th 2015
Rao’s Bakery Summer Camp
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Registration, $60 per child. 
Rao’s Bakery & Coffee Café
Dowlen 4440 Dowlen Rd • Beaumont, TX
409-832-0252 

July 1st - Aug. 9th 2015
Artwork by Annie 
Orchard in Café Arts 
Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm. Sat, 10am - 5 pm.
Sun, 12pm - 5pm. Suggested donation, $2
Art Museum of Southeast Texas 
500 Main St • Beaumont, TX
409-832-3432

July 2nd - 3rd 2015
KIDmunity: “The Grunch” 
7pm, $5
Betty Greenberg Center  
for Performing Arts
4155 Laurel Ave • Beaumont, TX
409-833-4664 

July 4th 2015
City of Beaumont Fourth 
of July Celebration 
Gates, 5pm. Fireworks 9pm.  
Free Admission
Riverfront Park
801 Main St • Beaumont, TX
409-838-3435 

July 4th 2015
Fireworks and Concert 
at the Pavilion
CVB
601 W Division Ave • Orange, TX 
409-883-1011 

July 4th 2015
Silsbee July 4 Fireworks Display
Silsbee High School Parking Lot
1575 Hwy 96 N • Silsbee, TX 
409-385-5562

July 4th - Nov. 21st 2015
Neches River Adventures 
Boat Tours 
Every Sat 10am - 12pm, Adults, $15. 
Children (12 & Under) & Seniors (60+), 
$10. Children (3 & Under), Free. 
Beaumont Riverfront Park
801 Main • Beaumont, TX
409-651-5326

July 6th 2015
Clifton Steamboat 
Museum Mondays
Every Mon, 8:30am - 11am
Adults, $5. Seniors (65+) & Children, $4.
Clifton Steamboat Museum 
8727 Fannett Rd • Beaumont, TX 
409-842-3162 

July 9th – 11th 2015
KIDmunity: “The Little 
Mermaid Jr” 
7pm Adults, $10. Children, $5. 
Betty Greenberg Center  
for Performing Arts
4155 Laurel Ave • Beaumont, TX
409-833-4664 

July 22nd – 25th 2015
Lone Star Region National 
Model Railroad
Association Annual Convention
Holiday Inn Plaza
3950 Walden Rd • Beaumont, TX
409-313-1991 

July 23rd 2015
Jazz at the Lake 
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Free admission.
The Event Centre
700 Crockett Street  
Beaumont, TX • 409-838-3435

July 24th – 26th 2015
Kountze Big Thicket Trade Days 
Parking, $2.
Kountze Trade Days Center
960 No. Pine Street • Kountze, TX
409-880-5667 

July 24th – 26th 2015
His & Hers Weekend: 
The Peddler Show
Fri, 12pm - 7pm. Sat, 9am - 6pm.  
Sun, 11am - 4pm. Adults, $ 6. Seniors 
(65+) & Kids (5-11), $5. Free parking.
Ford Park
5115 Interstate 10 S • Beaumont, TX
409-951-5400 

July 27th – Aug. 7th 2015
Beaumont Art League 
Summer Camp 
Members, $75. Non-members, $95.
Beaumont Art League 
2675 Gulf Street • Beaumont, TX 
409-833-4179
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July 14th – 24th 2015
Camp Lookinback 

Summer Camp 
9am - 12pm Members, $65.

Non-Members, $75.
John Jay French Museum

3025 French Road • Beaumont, TX 
409-832-4010

July 2nd 2015
First Thursdays on Calder Ave 

Recurring monthly on the 1st Thursday
5pm - 9pm

Calder Avenue • Beaumont, TX

Calendar of Events Seafarers’  
Center of Beaumont

•	 The Seafarers’ Center of Beaumont 
is a non-profit organization.

•	 Founded in 1972.

•	 Located at the Port of Beaumont. 

•	 The center services all the docks in the north Sabine 
Neches Waterway system, including the Port of 
Beaumont, ExxonMobil, Sunnoco, Oil Tanking north, 
Oil Tanking Pt Neches, Martin Gas, Enterprise Dock, 
Jefferson Energy, and Gerdau Steel dock. 

•	 There is an average of 2500 vessels up to 900 
feet long that visit our waterway each year

•	 They supply communications like WiFi and phone cards 
along with other needs of the visiting crewmen, such 
as transportation, religious needs and medical.

•	 They also check each vessel to see that they have 
ample food, water, and medical supplies.

•	 The Beaumont Seafarers’ Center works closely with 
the US Coast Guard to protect the rights of mariners.

•	 The Beaumont Seafarers’ Center 
employs a full time staff of four

•	 It is open 6 days a week, 14 hours a 
day, with a 24 hour phone

•	 For more information on the Seafarers’ Center 
of Beaumont call 409-832-3292.

Supplied by Scott Floyd, Executive Director, 
Seafarers’ Center of Beaumont

Seaport Saturday, Seafarer’s Center 
National Maritime Day & National 
Transportation Week Celebration

Scott and Janet Floyd with 
Carol Gary and certified 
therapy dog, Chumlee in 

front of “Sabine Pilots” tug

Pat Anderson with the  
Sea Scouts BSA

Southeast Texans enjoy a 
boat ride on the Neches 

River with Neches 
Riverboat Adventures.  

The Neches River is one 
of four “wild rivers” left 

in Texas

July 4th - Nov. 21st 2015
Beaumont Farmers Market
Every Saturday 8:00 am - 11:00 am

Beaumont Athletic Complex
950 Langham Road • Beaumont, TX



Aug. 1st – Aug. 7th 2015
Beaumont Art League 
Summer Camp
Members, $75. Non-members, $95.
Beaumont Art League
2675 Gulf Street • Beaumont, TX
409-833-4179 

Aug. 5th – Sept. 30th 2015
September 11, 2001: A Timeline
Mon - Fri, 8am - 5pm, Free admission
Fire Museum of Texas
400 Walnut • Beaumont, TX
409-880-3927 

Aug, 8th – 31st 2015
Albert & Amy Faggard 
Exhibit and Images of Life 
11am - 3pm
Beaumont Art League
2675 Gulf Street • Beaumont, TX
409-833-4179 

Aug. 14th – 16th 2015
Southern Black Softball 
Association
World Tournament
Ford Park Fields
5115 Interstate 10 South • Beaumont, TX
409-549-4254 

Aug. 15th 2015
Big Boyz Toyz Car Show
Robert A. (Bob) Bowers
Civic Center Parking Lot
3401 Cultural Center Dr • Port Arthur, TX 

Aug. 15th 2015
Cowboy Harley Lot Party
Recurring monthly on the 3rd Saturday
11am - 2pm 
Cowboy Harley Davidson
1150 Interstate 10 S • Beaumont, TX
855-550-7433 

Aug. 20th 2015
Heritage Happy Hour
5:30pm - 7:30pm BHS
Members, Free, Non-members, $10 
John Jay French Museum 
3025 French Road • Beaumont, TX
409-832-4010 

Aug. 20th 2015
LIVESTRONG: 5K & Kids Fun Run 
8am - 10am Adults, $20
Kids & Cancer Survivors, Free
Tyrrell Park 
5305 Tyrrell Park Rd • Beaumont, TX
409-497-1616 

Aug. 21st 2015
Sabine Causeway 5K 
7am 
Sabine Causeway Bridge 
Port Arthur, TX
409-781-2932 

Aug. 21st – 23rd 2015 
Kountze Big Thicket Trade Days
 12:54 PM - 12:54 PM Parking, $2. 
Kountze Trade Days Center 
409-880-5667

Aug. 15th 2015
Free Family Arts Day 

10am - 2pm Free admission
Art Museum of Southeast Texas

500 Main St • Beaumont, TX
409-832-3432

Aug. 22nd – 23rd 2015
Pine Country Gem 
& Mineral Show

The Event Center
6258 Hwy. 190 West, Jasper, TX
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Calendar of Events

229 Dowlen #9 • Beaumont, TX 77706
409.866.2288 • www.mackenziespub.com

Check our facebook page for weekend band schedules

BEAUMONT’S HOME OF LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!

EAZY the Band

MUSIC, DANCE, DRINKS,  
GREAT FOOD, FRIENDS & FUN!

SUPER  

TUESDAYS

3 - 8 pm

Happy Hour!

Viva Southeast  
Texas Team:

Steve Martin,  
Mike Simpson, 

Brandon Shaw, and 
Peanut Stoudmire

2015 Chamber Lobsterfest Golf Tournament



Sept. 1st- 30th 2015
September 11, 2001: A Timeline  
Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm.  
Free admission.
Fire Museum of Texas
400 Walnut • Beaumont, TX
409-880-3927

Sept. 4th – 13th 2015
Stars Over Texas: Fall 
Showcase Tournament 
Every Sunday, Friday, Saturday 
Ford Park Fields
5115 Interstate 10 South • Beaumont, TX
409-753-3907 

Sept. 5th 2015
Lamar Football: Cardinals 
vs. Bacone College
7:00 pm $10 - $25
Provost Umphrey Stadium
4400 MLK Parkway • Beaumont, TX
409-880-1715 

Sept. 5th - Nov. 21st 2015
Neches River Adventures 
Boat Tours
Every Saturday 10am - 12pm
Adults, $15. Kids (12 & Under) & Seniors 
(60+), $10. Kids (3 & Under), Free.
Beaumont Riverfront Park
801 Main • Beaumont, TX
409-651-5326

Sept. 11th 2015
AMSET Gala 2015
6:30 pm 
Art Museum of Southeast Texas
500 Main St • Beaumont, TX 
409-832-3432 

Sept. 12th 2015
Texas Rice Festival Horse Show
Winnie-Stowell Park
S Park Street  • Winnie, TX

Sept. 12th 2015
Fire Truck Pull
9:00 am - 11:00 pm Free admission
Jack Brooks Regional Airport
4000 Airline Dr • Beaumont, TX
409-833-1363 

Sept. 12th - 30th 2015
David Anniboli Exhibit and 
Life Is a Beach Show 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Beaumont Art League 
2675 Gulf Street • Beaumont, TX 
409-833-4179

Sept. 22nd 2015 
Hope Women’s Resource Clinic
Annual Gala Theme - 
“Hero for Hope”
Keynote Speaker- Kevin Sorbo
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Holiday Inn & Suites
3950 Walden Rd. • Beaumont, TX
409-892-4009

Sept. 25th - 26th 2015
Texas Rice Festival BBQ Cookoff
Winnie-Stowell Park
S Park Street • Winnie, TX

Sept. 25th - 27th 2015
US Tennis Association Adult 
55 & Over Tournament
Beaumont Athletic Complex
950 Langham Road • Beaumont, TX
409-454-2253

Sept. 26th - 27th 2015
Future Stars Over Texas: War 
Between the States Tournament
Ford Park Fields
5115 Interstate 10 South • Beaumont, TX
409-753-3907 
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Calendar of Events
Sept. 18th - 20th 2015

Tunnel Boat Races
3 Days

Boat Ramp • Orange, TX 77630
409.883.1011

Sept. 30th - Oct. 3rd 2015
 46th Annual Rice Festival

Winnie-Stowell Park
S Park Street • Winnie, TX

Sept. 11th - 13th 2015
Texas Gatorfest 2015

Anahuac, TX

Sharon Thompson and John 
Paschall at BBB Retirement 

Party for Sharon

Cassie Fiorenzo Simpson 
of Viva Southeast Texas 

Magazine is present for the 
new HEB opening

Natural & Manufactured Stone
Pea Gravel – Mulch - Creek Rock

Stone Care Products

8105 Easttex Fwy.
Beaumont, TX 77708

1-800-979-6974
409-924-9400

classicstoneTX.com

Jade Rayburn with Ivy Pate, 
the 2015 Athena Award 

Winner
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Music Review

This year’s Texas Rice Festival 
entertainment lineup is a smorgasbord 
for music lovers of all ages, from 

country to zydeco and everything in 
between. The music kicks off on Friday, 
September 25th, during the annual Cook-
off, with Jimmy & The Jokers. The Festival 
starts Wednesday, September 30th. Texas 
singer-songwriter Kevin Fowler takes the stage on opening 
night of the Rice Festival. Fowler is always a crowd pleaser 
with his original country songs.  He is preceded by the 
Port Arthur hard rock country band, The Bayou Blackbirds, 
and the alternative country band, American Aquarium.

Country fans of all styles of country 
music will enjoy listening to the Texas 
country music Josh Abbott Band, and 
the high energy Texas country band, 
Jamie Talbert & The Band of Demons,  
who specialize in covers and originals. 
The country music doesn’t end there.  
On the last day of the Rice Festival, 
the country music lineup continues 

with Aaron Watson and award- 
winning star, Johnny Lee & 
The Urban Cowboy Band.

A full day has been 
dedicated to Cajun music 
with Zydeco music 
by Geno Delafose, 
followed by the Cajun 

music band, Jamie Bergeron 
& The Kickin’ Cajuns. Local favorite, Wayne 

Toups, winds up the evening. For all those who love to laugh, 
sing or dance, Shinyribs will be performing on Saturday.  
They do a little of everything when it comes to music. 

This year Bag of Donuts, the rock, pop, hip-pop band from New 
Orleans, will end the 46th Annual Texas Rice Festival.  Enjoy the 
fun, events, and food, but above all, come and enjoy the music!

By Joy Wooley

Schedule below:

Friday - Sept 25th

8 pm to 12 am: Jimmy 
& The Jokers
 
Wednesday - Sept 30th

5:30 pm to 7 pm:  
The Bayou Blackbirds 

8 pm to 9:30 pm:
American Aquarium

10 pm to 11:30 pm:
Kevin Fowler
 
Thursday - Oct. 1st

6 pm to 7:30 pm: Spencer Marks

8 pm to 9:30 pm: Jamie Talbert 
& The Band of Demons

10 pm to 11:30 pm: Josh Abbott Band

Friday - Oct. 2nd

5:30 pm to 7 pm: Geno Delafose

8 pm to 9:30 pm: Jamie Bergeron & The Kickin’ Cajuns

10 pm to 11:30 pm: Wayne Toups & Zydacajun
 
Saturday - Oct. 3rd

12 pm to 2 pm: Local Talent

2 pm to 4 pm: Cancer Auction

4:15 pm to 5:45 pm: Johnny Lee & The Urban Cowboy Band

6:15 pm to 7:45 pm: Shinyribs

8:15 pm to 9:45 pm: Aaron Watson

10:15 pm to 12:15 am: Bag of Donuts

Wayne Toups

Josh Abbot Band

Kevin Fowler

Bag of Donuts

Johnny Lee
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Q:  Why are fish such 

intelligent creatures?

A: Because they 

swim in schools!

Viva Fun For Kids

Q: What kind of music 
should you listen 
to while fishing?

A: Something catchy!
Q:  Where 

do fish keep 

their money?

A: In a riverbank.

COUNT THE WORMS!There are 39 worms
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13 14 15

1. Chuck MacKenzie and Kay Spector
2. Father Jerry McGrath and Reverend Michael Pavez
3. Mediterranean Dancers
4. Magda Villereal and Liz Robinson

The 7th Annual St. Michael 
Mediterranean Festival

12

Viva Snapshots

8 9 1110

Swearing in at City Hall Re-elected Mayor 
Becky Ames and New City Council

5. Mayor Becky Ames, Rodney Ames and Judge Craig Lively 
6. New Beaumont City Council
7. Mayor Becky Ames and newly elected  

Ward 1 City Councilman Claude Guidroz

Jason Aldean Concert at Ford Park Pavillion

8. Ron and Carlotta Nichols
9. Joey and Michelle Fosha Armstrong
10. Jason Aldean on Stage
11. Anthony and Kerri Toups

Jerry Nelsons’s Wood Fired 
Grill Restaurant Pre-Grand 
Opening Event

12. Eight time World ChampIon Bull Rider, Donnie Gay, 
Kent Magnus, Vince Andel, and Beverly Nelson

13. David Carriere, Wood Fired Grill and Backyard 
Owner, Jerry Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. Zimmerman, 
and Coach Tucker of the Mavericks

14. Lamar Coach, Ray Woodard and Friends
15. Consulting Chef, Chuck Harris with Managing 

Partner Roy Etie and Jerry Nelson
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Maps
Beaumont Metro



Maps
MID-SOUTH COUNTY
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Orange Metro



Maps
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SOUTH LOUISIANA

• Ask About Our Maintenance Contracts Offered

• We Are A Carrier Factory Authorized Dealer.

• 24 Hour 7 Day A Week  
Emergency Service. 

• Special Financing And Rebates 
Available On Equipment 
Replacement 

• We Offer Customer Protection Plans 
For Your Home Or Business,  
No Matter The Manufacture Brand.

SUMMER IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER SO BE READY!  
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR SPECIAL SUMMER CHECK UP!

409.842.0336
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS

4725 Washington Blvd. • Beaumont, Texas
www.reedservice.com # TACLA003287C



Nightlife
Backyard Music Hall
3871 Stagg Dr • 409.838.9966 
Crockett Street
200 Block of Crockett Street • Beaumont
Dixie Dance Hall
240 Crockett St • Beaumont • 409.833.3090
D’Vine Wine Winery
6755 Phelan • Beaumont • 409.861.0400
Dylan’s Restaurant and Grill
8601 9th Ave • Port Arthur • 409.722.1600
Fast Eddie’s Pool Hall & Bar
6410 Phelan • Beaumont • 409.866.2212
Honky Tonk Texas
2389 Hwy 96N • Silsbee • 409.386.1995
Larry’s French Market & 
Cajun Restaurant
3701 Hwy 366 • Groves • 409.962.3381
Logon Café
3805 Calder • Beaumont • 409.832.1529
Madison’s
4020 Dowlen Rd • Beaumont • 409.924.9777
MacKenzie’s Pub
229 Dowlen Rd • Beaumont • 409.866.2288
The Gig
240 Crockett St • Beaumont • 409.839.8300
The Pacesetter Lounge
6358 Phelan • Beaumont • 409.866.2100
WineStyles
4008 Dowlen Rd • Beaumont • 409.347.1340
Live Theatre
Beaumont Community Players
4155 Laurel • Beaumont • 409.833.4664
Jefferson Theatre
345 Fannin • Beaumont • 409.835.5483
Julie Rogers Theatre
765 Pearl • Beaumont • 409.838.3507
Lutcher Theatre
707 Main Ave • Orange • 409.745.5535
Port Arthur Little Theatre
4701 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • Port Arthur
409.722.7732

Golf Courses 
Southeast Texas
Brentwood Golf Club 
4201 S Major Dr • Beaumont • 409.840.9440   
Babe Zaharias
3500 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • Port Arthur 
409.722.8286
Bayou Din Golf Club
8537 Labelle Rd • Beaumont • 409.796.1327
Belle Oaks Golf Club
15075 Country Club Rd • Beaumont 
409.796.1311
Silsbee Country Club
Country Club Rd.  Silsbee   409.385.7337
Iron Oaks at Brooks Road
Brooks Rd • Beaumont • 409.866.7545
Moody Gardens
1700 Sydnor • Galveston • 409.741.4626

Rayburn Country
2376 Wingate Blvd • Brookeland 409.698.1017
Idylwild Golf Club
1100 Pine Shadows Dr • Sour Lake
409.753.2521
Wildwood 
2201 Button Willow Drive • Village Mills
409.834.2940

Driving Ranges
Games People Play
5945 College St • Beaumont • 409.866.3883
Texas Driving Range
8310 Eastex Freeway Bmt • 409.892.4653
The Players Club
2654 Texas 87 Orange • 409.670.8489
Southwestern Louisiana 
Gray Plantation
6150 Graywood Pkwy • Lake Charles, LA 
337.562.1663
Lake Charles Country Club 
3350 Country Club Rd • Lake Charles, LA 
337.477.0047
Mallard Cove Golf            
4300 Mallard Cove Dr • Lake Charles, LA
337.491.1204
The National Golf Club
1400 National Dr • Westlake,LA
337.433.2255
Kosati Pines at Coushatta
777 Coushatta Dr • Kinder, LA 
800.584.7263
Bayou Oaks Country Club
2300 Bonvie Dr • Sulphur, LA • 337.583.7129
Frasch Park Golf Course
400 Picard Rd. • Sulphur, LA • 337.527.2515
Contraband Bayou Golf Club
L’Auberge Casino
777 Ave L’Auberge • Lake Charles, LA
337.395.7777

Area Information
Beaumont Civic Center Complex
701 Main St • 409.838.3435
Beaumont Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
Dean Conwell, Executive Director
505 Willow St • Beaumont • 800.392.4401
Ben J. Rogers Regional Visitors Center
5055 IH-10 S • 409.842.0500
Bridge City Chamber of Commerce
150 W Roundbunch • Bridge City 
409-735-5671
Greater Beaumont Chamber  
of Commerce 
1110 Park • Jim Rich • 409.838.6581
409.838.6581
Greater Orange Area 
Chamber of Commerce
1012 Green Ave • Orange • Ida 
Schossow - 409.883.3536
Greater Port Arthur Chamber  
of Commerce
4749 Twin City Hwy, Ste 300
Port Arthur • Bill McCoy - 409.963.1107

Groves Chamber Of Commerce 
& Tourist Center
Ronnie Boneau, Executive Director
4399 Main Ave • Groves • 409.962.3631
Nederland Chamber Of 
Commerce & Tourist Bureau
Stephanie Shimek, Administrative Assistant
1515 Boston Ave • Nederland • 409.722.0279
Orange Convention & Visitor Bureau
Darlene Zavada, Director
803 Green Avenue • Orange • 409.883.1011
Port Arthur Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
Tammy Kotzur, Executive Director
3401 Cultural Center Dr • Port Arthur
800.235.7822 
Beaumont Convention & 
Visitor Bureau  
505 Willow St • Beaumont • 409-880-3749 
beaumontcvb.com • beaumontcvb.mobi
Port Neches Chamber Of Commerce
Debbie Plaia, Executive Director
1110 Port Neches Ave • Port Neches
409.722.9154 • portnecheschamber.com
Texas Travel Information Center
1708 E IH-10 • Orange • 409.883.9416
or 800.452.9292
Vidor Chamber of Commerce
945 N Main • Vidor • 409-769-6339 
Lumberton Chamber of Commerce
826 N Main • Lumberton • 409-755-0554

For Your Information
TAXI CABS
American Quality Taxi • 409.839.8294
Airport Limousine 
Airport Rd • 409.722.8313
Daranda Taxi - Port Arthur • 409.504.1118
Beaumont • 409.527.0134
Golden Triangle Hot Shot Groves
409.962.7514
La Uno
Port Arthur • 409.460.0835 
Beaumont • 409.433.1177

AIRPORT
Jack Brooks Regional Airport
4875 Parker Dr, Beaumont • 409.719.4950
American Airlines • AA.com

SHUTTLE
Airport Shuttle from Bush & Hobby 
to Beaumont • 409.951.9636
groundshuttle.com
Sun Travel Limo • 409.840.4600

CAR RENTAL
Avis Rent-A-Car-Budget
6000 Airline Dr - Airport • 409.722.0209
Alamo Rental
6000 Airline Dr - Airport • 877.222.9075
Hertz Rent-A-Car
6000 Airline Dr - Airport • 409.727.2137
800.654.3131
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
6000 Airline Dr - Airport • 409.724.0457
1225 IH-10 South • Beaumont  
409.899.2878
3980 W Lucas • Beaumont  
409.898.8300
2615 W Cardinal Dr • Beaumont 
409.840.4289
710 MLK Pkwy • Beaumont 
409.835.0623
1206 Nederland Ave • Nederland
409.721.6667
3349 W Parkway St • Groves  
409.962.3234
National Rental
Airport 6000 Airline Dr • 409.722.6111

BUS LINES
Greyhound Bus Lines
Vidor 409.769.0848
Sun Travel Trailways 
409.840.4600

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Ambulance, Fire, Police, Sheriff • 911
Beaumont City Hotline • 311
Southeast Texas Animal 
Emergency Clinic
3420 West Cardinal Dr • Beaumont 
409.842.3239
Spurlock Rd. Veterinary Clinic
2400 Memorial Blvd • Port Arthur 
409.727.0287
TXDOT Emergency 
Roadside Assistance
800.452.9292

Frequently Requested 
Information
Beaumont City Hall 
Administration Offices
801 Main St • 409.880.3716
City of Port Arthur
444 Fourth St • Port Arthur • 409.983.8115
US Post Office
5815 Waden Rd • Beaumont • 409.981.8609
Port Arthur Sub-Courthouse
525 Lakeshore Dr • Port Arthur
409.983.8300
Jefferson County Veteran’s Services
1149 Pearl St • Beaumont • 409.835.8604
Humane Society of Southeast Texas
2050 Spindletop Rd • Beaumont
409.722.0605
Better Business Bureau
550 Fannin • Beaumont • 409.835.5348
Lamar University
4400 MLK Pkwy • Beaumont 409.880.7011
Montagne Center at Lamar University
4400 MLK Pkwy • 409.880.1715
Lamar Institute of Technology
855 E Lavaca • Beaumont 
800.950.6989 • 409.880.8321
Lamar State College Port Arthur
1500 Procter St • Port Arthur 
800.477.5872 • 409.983.4921
Ford Park Event Center
5115 I-10 S • 409.951.5400

Sheriff
Chambers County • 409.267.8318
Hardin County • 409.246.3441
Jasper County • 409.384.5417
Jefferson County
Beaumont • 409.835.8411
Mid-County • 409.726.2500
Orange County • 409.883.2612
Vidor Substation • 409.769.6391

Hospitals
Baptist Hospital of Southeast Texas 
3080 College St • 409.212.5000
24hr Emergency Service • 409.212.6600
Baptist Orange Hospital - Orange
608 Strickland Dr • 409.883.9361
24hr Emergency Service • 409.883.1248
Christus Hospital St Mary - Port Arthur
3600 Gates Blvd • 409.985.7431
Christus Minor Care Center
3939 Dowlen Rd • 409.899.7800
Christus Outpatient Center
3701 Hwy 73 & 9th Ave Pta • 409.983.1621
Golden Triangle Cardiothoracic  
& Vascular Surgery
2501 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • 409.722.7001
Neighbors Emergency Center
4755 Eastex Fwy • Beaumont • 409.924.0055
1321 N 16th St • Orange • 409.670.9898
The Medical Center of Southeast Texas
2555 Jimmy Johnson Blvd • Port Arthur
409.724.7389
Victory Medical Center Beaumont
Metropolitan Dr. , 409.61.7700

Directories

WE BUY & SELL GUNS
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brookdale.com

ALL THE PLACES LIFE CAN GO is a Trademark of Brookdale Senior Living, Inc., Nashville, TN, USA.

Introducing Brookdale Dowlen Oaks
Formerly Emeritus® at Dowlen Oaks

The new name reflects our relationship with Brookdale®, our parent company and the 

nation’s leading provider of senior living accommodations and related services. But some 

things haven’t changed. Inside you will find the experienced staff that has partnered with 

our residents and families so well for so long. Come visit soon, and get acquainted with 

our special blend of service and hospitality. 

To schedule your personal visit, call (409) 866-8090.

New name.
Familiar faces.

24088-P2-0315-ROP SW

Brookdale Dowlen Oaks
Formerly Emeritus® at Dowlen Oaks
Assisted Living  |  Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care 
2250 North Dowlen Road  |  Beaumont, TX 77706
Facility No.000-325


